
 

 

CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2021 

AGENDA 

 

  

 Council Chambers Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 1/5/2021 12:19 PM Page 1   

A. MEETING INFORMATION 

Burton City Council 

Hosted by Racheal Boggs 

 

https://cityofburton.my.webex.com/cityofburton.my/j.php?MTID=mc223b8999bfaeb582587

106e7388cb3f 

Thursday, Jan 7, 2021 7:00 pm | 2 hours | (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 

Meeting number: 126 028 0020 

Password: BCC2021 (2222021 from phones and video systems) 

ddd5bde7ace54ebd9e686c50a4006207 

 

Join by video system 

Dial 1260280020@webex.com 

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number. 

 

Join by phone 

+1-415-655-0001 US Toll 

Access code: 126 028 0020 

B. INVOCATION LED BY: TOM MARTINBIANCO 

C. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE IS LED BY: TOM MARTINBIANCO 

D. ROLL CALL 

Members of council attending off site through a virtual forum must state their name and 

physical location for the record.  

E. STAFF PRESENT 

F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. City Council - Regular Meeting - Dec 21, 2020 7:00 PM 

G. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

H. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Now is the time set-aside for members of the audience to address the Burton City Council.  

I would ask each individual to give their name and address for the record and to limit their 

comments to three (3) minutes and to speak on the topics germane to City business. 

Public comment may be sent to: publiccomment@burtonmi.gov. Comments received prior 

to the meeting will be read into the record.  



Agenda Burton City Council January 7, 2021 
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J. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

K. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Doyle) 12/16/20 to 12/31/20 

in the amount of $3,023.75. 

 

 

2. Approve and authorize the request for a Residential Sanitary Water & Sewer 

Installer's License for Johnson & Sons Excavating, Inc., 10025 Gale Road., Goodrich, 

Michigan 48438. 

 

 

3. Approve and authorize the Mayor’s re-appointment of Phillip Rose, 2437 N. Vassar 

Road Burton, MI 48509 to the City of Burton Board of Review. Term to expire 

January 2025. 

 

 

4. Approve and Authorize the Poverty Exemption application and guidelines for use by 

property owners and the City of Burton Board of Review for consideration of 

exemption of ad valorem property taxes for tax year 2021 pursuant to MCL 211.7u. 

 

 

L. SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance: Amendment to Weeds, Grasses and Brush Ordinance 

91.01. 

 

 

 Agendas and minutes may be found at www.burtonmi.gov 



 

 

CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 21, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 1/4/2021 3:30 PM Page 1   

This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 7:00 PM. 

 

A. MEETING INFORMATION 

Burton City Council 

Hosted by Racheal Boggs 

 

https://cityofburton.my.webex.com/cityofburton.my/j.php?MTID=mb13c49d8cba7a17c9968

d7adc4e1277f 

Monday, Dec 21, 2020 7:00 pm | 2 hours | (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 

Meeting number: 126 838 1566 

Password: BCC2020 (2222020 from phones and video systems) 

c8f4b2ffcdc2430685d6aca2b00ea69e 

 

Join by video system 

Dial 1268381566@webex.com 

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number. 

 

Join by phone 

+1-415-655-0001 US Toll 

Access code: 126 838 1566 

B. INVOCATION LED BY: TINA CONLEY 

C. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE IS LED BY: TINA CONLEY 

D. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Remote  

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Remote  

Steven Heffner President Remote  

Danny Wells Councilman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Remote  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Remote  

E. STAFF PRESENT 

Duane Haskins, Mayor 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Brian Ross, Police Chief 

Kirk Wilkinson, Fire Chief 

Mike Vogt, Assistant Fire Chief 
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Charles Abbey, DPW Director 

Amanda Doyle, City Attorney 

Tom Colis, Bond Counsel, Miller Canfield Law Firm 

F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. City Council - Regular Meeting - Oct 19, 2020 7:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

2. City Council - Workshop - Dec 7, 2020 5:30 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

3. City Council - Regular Meeting - Dec 7, 2020 7:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

G. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Mayor Haskins wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. The Clerk has 

given you the proposed meeting calendar for 2021. Monday, January 4th meeting is being 

proposed for January 7th due to the holidays and lack of agenda items because City Hall is 

closed. We are here to assist you with questions regarding this. The rest of the changes are 

self explanatory. Mr. Colis is here from Miller and Canfield which is part of our Bond Council 

for item #6 on the agenda. This is to go out for advertising on the bond proposal. When we 

go out for bonds, that will come before City Council to vote on. We did attempt to put up 

some of our Christmas decorations on Saginaw Street. We had some electrical issues so we 

put up as much as we possibly could. We checked into purchasing new ones and the cost is 

$20,000 - $30,000. City Council has said they are okay with this but we did not have time 

to order them and get them in time for this season. If council still wishes to move forward, 

we can plan on beginning the process at the first of the year. At the January 7, 2021 

meeting, Attorney Leadford is available for closed session on contract negotiations and the 

tentative agreement with the command staff at the Police Department. The second meeting 

in January, the Retail Coach would like to speak with City Council. They want to extend the 

contract with no fee until the end of March 2021. The Planning Commission approved plans 

for a new development. It is an 81 unit assisted living facility called Hampton Manor. This is 

great news for the city. It sounds like a nice facility. The Fire Department is collecting cans 

for the Salvation Army through December 23rd. We held the first 'Twas the Night Before 

Christmas Home Decorating Contest in Burton. It was awesome to see everyone getting 
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involved and putting lights up this year. There were 47 entries in the contest. It was 

heartfelt during 2020 to see so much involvement. The judges made it clear that this was 

the hardest decision to make because there were so many great displays. We had seven 

category winners who will win a $25 gift card. They are as follows:  

 

The Seibert Household, 2227 N. Sycamore 

The Hemmingway Household, 1212 Heritage Lane 

The Sheldon Household, 1401 N. Packard 

The Pavelich Household, 2457 N. Vassar 

The Tyler Household, 2299 Fox Run 

The Kilbreath Household, 5482 Statler Drive 

The Smith Household, 6208 E. Bristol Road 

 

The Grand Prize Winner of The First Annual City of Burton Clark W. Griswold Award goes to 

the Taylor Household at 1408 Wells. They will be presented with a $100 gift card and 

trophy. Thank you to everyone who got involved. Congratulations to all the winners. I would 

also like to thank Councilman Fenner and Mrs. Fenner of Fenner's Floral Shop for the 

beautiful gift basket and Christmas ornament.  

1. Revenue and Expenditure Report as of November 30, 2020 

 

2. Revenue and Expenditure Report as of June 30, 2020 

 

H. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None. 

I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Public Comment may be sent to: publiccomment@burtonmi.gov 

Comments received prior to this meeting will be read into the record.  

 

None. 

J. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

None. 

K. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Doyle) 12/2/20 to 12/15/20 

in the amount of $5,499.75. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

2. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Masud) 11/2/2020 to 

11/24/2020 in the amount of $2,926.00. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [6 TO 1] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

NAYS: O'Keefe 

3. Approve and authorize the 2021 City Council & Board of Review Meeting Calendar. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

4. Approve and authorize the request for a Residential Sanitary Water & Sewer 

Installer's License for F & M Contractors, 5082 Seven Lakes Drive., Washington, 

Michigan 48095. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

SECONDER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

5. Approve and authorize the current estimated allocation of $301,818.00 for the 2022-

2024 Community Development Block Grant Program monies as follows:    Senior 

Citizen's Director Salary – 20% -  $60,363.60; Paving of Parkwood from Columbine 

to Fern and Bergin from Columbine to Fern – 70% - $211,272.60;  Sidewalk install 

on Scottwood from Barnes to Fern – 10% - $30,181.80 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

6. Approve and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign Resolution 2020-17  authorizing 

notice of intent to issue bonds and declaration of intent to reimburse from bond 

proceeds (2021 CWSRF Bonds). 

 

Mr. Smith stated on page 5 of Plante Moran's City of Burton Sewer Fund Components 

of Net Position Comparison there is a breakdown of the sewer fund 2016-2020.  The 

unrestricted portion of the sewer fund is just under $700,000 per year which is 

great. We are leveraging money. I just want to make sure the interest and principal 

for the bonds does not exceed that amount.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked, will we be raising the sewer rates for our residents at all by doing 

this? 
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Mayor Haskins said, no. I have made this clear from day one.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked, is the bond to replace or repair our sewer pipes? 

 

Mr. Abbey stated it is for both.  

 

Mrs. Conley stated 206,000 feet of sewer is equivalent to 40 miles. Is this bond 

going to be done in phases like the water? 

 

Mr. Abbey said, yes.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked, will our current sewer revenue collected now pay the bond 

payment so it is not put on the residents? 

 

Mr. Abbey stated as I stated before, we are tracking this heavily. We are prepared 

for it. With the cuts that have been made by the Mayor and the administration, we 

are in a good position to cover the obligation. At every phase, we will come back to 

the council and you will have to make the decision of how we handle it. As of right 

now, the answer is no. We have enough fund balance/revenue over expenditures to 

cover that. In future phases, we may have to address it.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked, do the people have to pay the revenue bond? Will you explain 

what a revenue bond means? 

 

Mr. Colis stated a revenue bond is payable strictly with revenues of the system. The 

sewers disposal system will be the sole source of repayment for debt service on the 

bonds. This is pursuant to the Revenue Bond Act. This is the first step as Mr. Abbey 

indicated, for starting the process for each phase. We will have to come back to City 

Council at each phase to authorize the issuance on bonds. This just allows the 

publication of a notice and starts the referendum period that is required by statute. 

We will come back to council every time to authorize a bond ordinance to authorize 

the issuance of the bonds. The states current interest rates would be built into the 

ordinance as well as the source of security which is anticipated to be revenues of the 

system.  

 

Mrs. Conley stated I have always asked to have a meeting where the residents can 

come in and ask the experts. 

 

Mr. Wells asked for an introduction of Mr. Colis for the public.  

 

Mr. Colis stated he is with the Law Firm that represents the City of Burton as the 

Bond Counsel.  We have had the pleasure of working with the city for many decades. 

Our responsibility is to make sure that the city complies with all proper statutes for 

issuing bonds. We draft the necessary legal documents. The city also works with 

Bendzinski & Company as your financial advisor to assist with the overall analysis. 

Since we are going through the state, the state will also have their own analysis 

done by their financial advisor to ensure the city can make the payments associated 

with the debt service on the bonds. My role is to take care of the legal side of the 

transaction, drafting the documentation and providing an opinion at the end that 

indicates that the bonds are legal, valid and binding obligations to the city.  
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Mr. Smith stated we are in a good situation here with the sewer fund. What can we 

do with the growth every year?  We are in a low cost interest environment and we 

don't know how long it will be this way. It is about $40 million to totally revamp the 

whole system. This is for $15.9 million of it. This is for the 4's and 5's out of the 1-5 

rating system. If we can leverage the money, the $15 million can pay for the 

interest, and we can afford whatever the equity is as long as it doesn't exceed a little 

under $700,000. I am going back since 2016 and it is like clockwork. I don't want to 

see us or future councils end up in the same situation as the water. According to 

what I see, this will not impact the residents.  

 

Mayor Haskins stated we are going after the 4's and 5's that come up to $15.9 

million. The 4's and 5's are imperative to be fixed per the DEQ and Drain 

Commission's Office.  

 

Mr. Abbey stated your point is well taken. We are watching this monthly. The council 

will choose going forward how to take care of this. It is foolish when you are 

borrowing low interest money not to utilize it. There is a combination of things we 

can do in the future and that will be up to the council.  

 

Mr. Smith asked if the $15 million is growing at a rate of 2%.  

 

Mr. Abbey stated that is what they told us, around 2% interest.  

 

Mr. Colis stated it depends on how long we want the bonds outstanding. The current 

rate for 20 years is 1.875%. The 30 year is 2.175%. 

 

Discussion continued regarding interest rates, annual payments and phases of the 

project. 

 

Mr. Colis stated the notice covers the entire project but each year when we do 

another phase, we come to council with the dollar amount and interest rate for that 

phase. The state resets the rate each year based on their October 1st fiscal year. We 

don't know what that will be but, they haven't been much above 2.5% in the 27 

years I have been practicing law. It will constantly be reevaluated; what the system 

looks like, what the council's pleasure is, etc. We will not have to do another notice.  

 

Mr. Smith stated so, the first phase will be a little over $3 million, correct? 

 

Mr. Colis said, correct.  

 

Mr. Smith stated that money will continue to accrue for awhile.  

 

Mr. Fenner asked, wasn't this an exceptional rate offered by the state with a time 

sensitive response?  

 

Mr. Colis stated the city has to submit an application to get on the funding list for the 

project to be approved by EGLE. Phase 1 is qualified at the very low current interest 

rate. Time is of the essence to lock in the rates otherwise you would have to wait 

until the next fiscal year.  
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RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 3] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Wells, Smith, Fenner 

NAYS: Martinbianco, Heffner, Conley 

7. Approve and authorize Resolution 2020-18 to allow the Mayor to remain in the 

existing ICMA 401K Plan rather than starting a new MERS Defined Contribution Plan 

with the same contribution rates. 

 

Mr. Wells stated he is pleased the Mayor has brought this to our attention early in his 

career. It helps us out, in my opinion with the MERS Defined Contribution Plan. This 

may be something we should look at with future incoming Mayor's.  

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

SECONDER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

 Agendas and minutes may be found at www.burtonmi.gov 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM. 
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Updated: 1/4/2021 12:45 PM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 01/07/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Attorney Billing 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4979) DOC ID: 4979  

Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing 
(Doyle) 12/16/20 to 12/31/20 in the amount of $3,023.75. 
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Updated: 1/4/2021 4:10 PM by Katie Malin  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 01/07/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: License 
  Prepared By: Katie Malin 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4982) DOC ID: 4982  

Approve and authorize the request for a Residential Sanitary 
Water & Sewer Installer's License for Johnson & Sons 

Excavating, Inc., 10025 Gale Road., Goodrich, Michigan 
48438. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Johnson & Sons Excavating, Inc.   (PDF) 
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Updated: 1/4/2021 3:49 PM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 01/07/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Appointment 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4981) DOC ID: 4981  

Approve and authorize the Mayor’s re-appointment of Phillip 
Rose, 2437 N. Vassar Road Burton, MI 48509 to the City of 

Burton Board of Review. Term to expire January 2025. 
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Updated: 1/5/2021 11:38 AM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 01/07/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Assessor's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Resolution 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Ann Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4983) DOC ID: 4983  

Approve and Authorize the Poverty Exemption application 
and guidelines for use by property owners and the City of 

Burton Board of Review for consideration of exemption of ad 
valorem property taxes for tax year 2021 pursuant to MCL 

211.7u. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 2021 POVERTY EXEMPTION APPLICATION (PDF) 
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ASSESSMENT/ TAX YEAR 2021
CITY OF BURTON

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ________ __, 2021­ Burton City Council)

Pursuant to Section 211.7u
Michigan Complied Laws

The Application for One­ Year Poverty Exemption is in keeping with the requirements of the state of 
Michigan with regard to poverty exemptions. Filing of this form is necessary to determine if you qualify
for a Poverty Tax Exemption. The following questions are necessary in order to determine poverty
status and asset status.
Please read these instructions carefully. To be considered for a poverty exemption, the following 
information must be provided. All sections must be completed and contain accurate information 
or they may not be considered.

1. COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS OF THIS APPLICATION
2. Submit a completed and signed copy of the following:

[  ] 2020 Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim (MI 1040 CR)
or

[  ] 2020 Federal Income Tax Return (1040), if you are required to file Federal
Income Tax

or
[  ] 2020 Federal Income Tax Return (1040) for all other occupants of your home
[  ] A copy of Michigan Driver’s License, or Michigan Personal Identification Card 
[  ] A copy of Deed,, proof of ownership
[  ] If you are unable to provide Income Tax Returns, we will need a copy of your 
     bank statements from the last 12 months. You may black out your account    
     number.

                       [  ] Applicants MUST make an appointment with the Board of Review                       
(Applications submitted without completed forms or income tax returns will not be 
processed.)

3.  If an occupant of your home is not employed but has income from another source,    
 You must show the income on your application

4. The application must be legible. If you need to provide additional information, please 
attach a separate sheet. Do not write in the margins of the application.

5. Do not submit originals of supporting documentation as we must keep these for our records 
and cannot return them.

6. If the application is incomplete or you do not include copies of the required financial 
documents, it may be considered ineligible for a poverty exemption.

RETURN THE APPLICATION AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
TO ALLOW TIME FOR REVIEW, BEFORE IT IS SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW.

MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW:  SUBMIT BY MARCH 1, 2021
JULY BOARD OF REVIEW:  SUBMIT BY JULY 9, 2021

 DECEMBER BOARD OF REVIEW:  SUBMIT BY DECEMBER 3, 2021
                         CONFIDENTIAL – RESTRICTED ACCESS

NOTICE: Any willful misstatements or misrepresentations made on this form may constitute
perjury, which, under the law, is a felony punishable by fine or imprisonment.

1
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YEAR: 2017 

PARCEL NO: 

POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATION 
Confidential Information 

PETITIONER 
INFORMATION 

I, , being the owner and resident of the property listed below, 
apply for tax relief under MCL 211.7u of the General Property Tax Act. 

Name: 

 

Date of Birth•  

   

Phone Numbers: Daytime: Evening:  
Cell: 

No. of Years Property Address for Which Relief is Being Sought: 

PETITIONER EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

Marital Status 
Married 
Divorced 
Widowed 
Separate 
Single 

SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Disabled- No. Of years 
Do you qualify for disability benefits 
Employed Full-Time 
Employed Part-Time 
Retired- No. of year's 
Unemployment- No. Of year 
Laid-off — No. of year's 
Other 

Disabled- No. of years 
Yes No Do you qualify for disability benefits Yes No 

Employed Full-Time 
Employed Part-Time 
Retired No. of year's 
Unemployed- No. of years 
Laid-off- No. Of years 
Other 

Occupation (If employed) 

    

Occupation (If employed)  

 

     

              

Employer: 
Address: 

       

Employer: 
Address: 

     

            

              

Telephone:  

  

Telephone:  

Describe any disabilities or health problems: 

      

Have you applied for Homestead Property Tax Credit this year? 

2 

YEAR: 2021 

PARCEL NO:

POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATION
Confidential Information

PETITIONER
INFORMATION

I, , being the owner and resident of the property listed below,
apply for tax relief under MCL 211.7u of the General Property Tax Act.

Name: Date of Birth:
Phone Numbers: Daytime: Evening: ____
Cell: _________________________

Property Address for Which Relief is Being Sought: Marital Status No. of Years
Married __________
Divorced __________
Widowed __________
Separate  __________
Single

PETITIONER EMPLOYMENT STATUS                    SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT STATUS:

Disabled- No. of years     ______                         Disabled- No. of years           ____
Do you qualify for disability benefits       Yes     No            Do you qualify for disability benefits    Yes    No 
Employed Full-Time                                                           Employed Full-Time
Employed Part-Time                                                         Employed Part-Time
Retired- No. of year’s       _______                              Retired No. of year’s     _______
Unemployment- No. of year    _______                           Unemployed- No. of years   ______
Laid-off – No. of year’s     ______                                    Laid-off- No. of years   _____
Other __________________                          Other                   __________________

Occupation (If employed) _______________  Occupation (If employed) _________________

Employer: ____________________  Employer: _________________________
Address:                                      Address: ________________________

Telephone: _____________________ Telephone: ________________________

Describe any disabilities or health problems:

Have you applied for Homestead Property Tax Credit this year? ____________________

2
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A. How much was your Property Tax Credit? 

Attach copy of 1040 CR and Federal or State Income Tax return for each person residing 
in the Homestead, if filed for the current or proceeding year. 

MORTGAGE INFORMATION 

B. Purchase Date: Amount Paid: 
C. Mortgage/ Land Contract Balance:  
D. Monthly Payment: Does this payment include taxes? Yes No 
E. Number of Years Remaining on the Mortgage/ Land Contract:  
F. Are your property taxes paid? Yes No 
G. Did you apply for a poverty exemption last year? Yes No 

OTHER REAL ESTATE HOLDINGS: 

H. Do you, your spouse, or any other person residing in the homestead have a financial interest 

in other real estate? If yes, please provide the following information concerning that financial 
interest. 

Location - City & State Tax I.D. Number of Property Value of Property Amount of Equity 

(Attach additional sheet of paper if necessary) 

I. Are you and/ or your spouse the sole owners of the subject property? Yes No 
If no, list all owners and their percentages of ownership: 

Owner's Name Percentage of Ownership 

(Attach an additional sheet of paper if necessary) 

J. Do you currently occupy the residency Yes No If no, please explain: 

3 

 

A. How much was your Property Tax Credit?                                          __________________

Attach copy of 1040 CR and Federal or State Income Tax return for each person residing 
in the Homestead, if filed for the current or proceeding year.

MORTGAGE INFORMATION

B. Purchase Date: ____________________ Amount Paid: _____________________
C. Mortgage/ Land Contract Balance: _________________________________________ ___
D. Monthly Payment: ________________ Does this payment include taxes?    Yes    No
E. Number of Years Remaining on the Mortgage/ Land Contract: ________________________
F. Are your property taxes paid?     Yes     No
G. Did you apply for a poverty exemption last year?     Yes     No

OTHER REAL ESTATE HOLDINGS:

H. Do you, your spouse, or any other person residing in the homestead have a financial interest 
in other real estate? If yes, please provide the following information concerning that financial
interest.

Location – City & State Tax I.D. Number of Property Value of Property Amount of Equity

(Attach additional sheet of paper if necessary)

I. Are you and/ or your spouse the sole owners of the subject property?     Yes    No
If no, list all owners and their percentages of ownership:

Owner’s Name Percentage of Ownership

(At tach an additional sheet of paper if necessary)

J. Do you currently occupy the residency  Yes   No If no, please explain:

3
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K. Have any improvements, changes or additions been made to the property in the last two (2) years? 
Yes No. If yes, please explain: 

L. Do you anticipate selling the Homestead property for which relief is sought in the next year? 
Yes No. Please Explain: 

M. Does anyone contribute to your support? Yes-Amount  No, Explain 

N. Is anyone able to contribute to your support? Yes No 

RESIDENT STATUS 

0. Please list all the people current!y living in your household other than yourself and spouse: 
1 2 3 4 

Name 
Age 

Relationship 
Occupation 

Annual Income 
Claimed as Dependent Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 

Heir to Estate? Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 

ASSET 
INFORMATION 

P. Assets- List all assets: 

Cash Other - describe Net Value 
Savings Account (s) 
Checking Account 
Stocks & Bonds 
Certificates 
Insurance 
Other 

4 

K. Have any improvements, changes or additions been made to the property in the last two (2) years?
Yes    No. If yes, please explain:

L. Do you anticipate selling the Homestead property for which relief is sought in the next year? 
Yes     No. Please Explain:

M. Does anyone contribute to your support?     Yes-Amount  _______________      No, Explain

N. Is anyone able to contribute to your support?     Yes     No

RESIDENT STATUS

O. Please list all the people currently living in your household other than yourself and spouse:
1 2 3 4

Name
Age

Relationship
Occupation

Annual Income
Claimed as Dependent Yes       No Yes        No Yes       No Yes       No

Heir to Estate? Yes       No Yes        No Yes       No Yes        No

ASSET
INFORMATION

P. Assets- List all assets:

Cash Other - describe Net Value
Savings Account (s)
Checking Account
Stocks & Bonds
Certificates
Insurance
Other

4
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Monthly Payment 
Current Balance 

To Whom 
Address 

her loans or land contracts that are outstanding if necessary) 

VEHICLES, CARS, TRUCKS, BOATS, TRAILERS, ECT. 

Q. VEHICLES — List vehicle(s) that members of the Homestead own / drive. Include leased vehicles. 

Driver/ Owner Year Make Model 

(Attach an additional sheet of paper if necessary) 

LOAN DEBT 

R. Do you have other loans or land contracts that are outstanding? Yes No 

To Whom 
Address 

Monthly Payment 
Current Balance 

(Attach an additional sheet of DaDer of 01 

EXPENSE 
INFORMATION 

Expenses 

S. Monthly Household: 
House Payment Taxes On Principle Residency Water 
Heating - Gas / Oil Taxes on Property Electricity 
Telephone Cable T.V. Cars 
Vehicles 

T. Insurance: 

Life  
Home 
Auto 

U. Monthly Medical Expenses: 

Persons Name Relationship Hospital Doctor Prescriptions 

5 

 

VEHICLES, CARS, TRUCKS, BOATS, TRAILERS, ETC.

Q. VEHICLES – List vehicle(s) that members of the Homestead own/drive. Include leased vehicles.

(Attach an additional sheet of paper if necessary)

LOAN DEBT

R. Do you have other loans or land contracts that are outstanding? Yes No

To Whom
Address

Monthly Payment
Current Balance

(Attach an additional sheet of paper of other loans or land contracts that are outstanding if necessary)

EXPENSE
INFORMATION

Expenses

S. Monthly Household:
House Payment Taxes On Principle Residency Water
Heating – Gas / Oil Taxes on Property Electricity
Telephone Cable T.V. Cars
Vehicles

T. Insurance:

Life
Home
Auto

U. Monthly Medical Expenses:

Persons Name Relationship Hospital Doctor Prescriptions

5

Driver/ Owner Year Make Model

To Whom
Address

Monthly Payment
Current Balance
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Total Income in 2016 Name Total Income in 2015 
Petitioner: 
Spouse:  
Other Person: 
Other Person: 

V. PERSONAL DEBTS: 

Person or 
Company 

Purpose 
of Debt 

Date Debt 
Incurred 

Original Amount 
of Debt 

Monthly 
Payment 

Balance 
Remaining 

$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 
$ $ 5 

(VERIFICATION OF EXPENSES MAY BE REQUIRED) 

Do you have any major or unusual expenses? Yes No 
If yes, Please explain: 

(Please attach an additional sheet 

of paper if necessary) 

INCOME INFORMATION I 

W. OTHER ASSETS AND INCOME DATA 
List all sources of personal income. Income includes all money coming into the household from any 
source of person. 

Source Annual Income Source Annual Income 
Employment Pension 
Social Security / SSI Unemployment Compensation 
Workman's Comp Welfare Assistance / Food Stamps / WIC 
A.D.C. & GA Benefits Alimony 
Interests & Dividends Child Support 
Insurance Gifts/ Other 

X. HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
List the total income for each person residing in the household. Attach an additional sheet of 
paper if necessary. 

GRAND TOTAL OF 2016 INCOME: 

6 

   

V. PERSONAL DEBTS:

(VERIFICATION OF EXPENSES MAY BE REQUIRED)

Do you have any major or unusual expenses?     Yes  No
If yes, Please explain:

(Please attach an additional sheet
of paper if necessary)

INCOME INFORMATION

W. OTHER ASSETS AND INCOME DATA
List all sources of personal income. Income includes all money coming into the household from any 
source of person.

Source Annual Income Source Annual Income
Employment
Social Security / SSI 
Workman’s Comp 
A.D.C. & GA Benefits 
Interests & Dividends 
Insurance

X. HOUSEHOLD INCOME
List the total income for each person residing in the household. Attach an additional sheet of 
paper if necessary.

Name Total Income in 2020 Total Income in 2019
Petitioner:
Spouse:
Other Person:
Other Person:

GRAND TOTAL OF 2020 INCOME:                 ___________________________

6

Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Welfare Assistance / Food Stamps / WIC
Alimony
Child Support
Gifts/ Other
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Y. What was the total income from all sources of everyone living in your household for the 
past two (2) years? 

Last year  Prior year  

Z. Do you anticipate any major change in income from the coming year: Yes No 
(If yes, please explain) 

PLEASE READ EACH POINT CAREFULLY AND PUT A CHECK STATING YOU HAVE READ 
EACH POINT: 

I/We, am/are unable to pay the full property taxes on the above described property and hereby make 
application for the property tax relief in accordance with Section 211.7u Michigan Compiled Laws and 
City of Burton Poverty Guidelines. 

I/We have read this application and fully understand the contents thereof. 

I/We declare that the statements made herein are complete, true, and correct to the best of my/our 
knowledge. 

I/We further understand that if any information contained herein is found to be false or incomplete, any 
and all relief granted by this application will be forfeited and placed back on the assessment roll with 
penalties and interests occurring on the additional tax liability in accordance with Section 211.119 
Michigan Compiled Laws. 

I/We further understand that if this application is incomplete or 

I/We fail to include all sources of income this application will not be considered by the Board of Review 
and that 

   

I/We confirm to the attached income and Asset guidelines. 

Applicant's Signature: Date:  

Applicants Name Printed:  

Spouse's Signature:  Date:  

Spouse's Name Printed:  

NOTICE: Any willful misstatement or misrepresentations made on this form may constitute perjury, which, under 
the law, is a felony punishable by fine or imprisonment. 

PLEASES: Ci N ANDDATE 

   

PLEASESIGN AND 047E 

7 

PLEASE READ EACH POINT CAREFULLY AND PUT A CHECK STATING YOU HAVE READ
                                                             EACH POINT:
 
 
 

 

  

Y. What was the total income from all sources of everyone living in your household for the
past two (2) years?

Last year  ____________________     Prior year  ____________________

Z. Do you anticipate any major change in income from the coming year:       Yes      No
(If yes, please explain)

I/We, am/are unable to pay the full property taxes on the above described property and hereby make 
application for the property tax relief in accordance with Section 211.7u Michigan Compiled Laws and 
City of Burton Poverty Guidelines.

I/We have read this application and fully understand the contents thereof.

I/We declare that the statements made herein are complete, true, and correct to the best of my/our 
knowledge.

I/We further understand that if any information contained herein is found to be false or incomplete, any 
and all relief granted by this application will be forfeited and placed back on the assessment roll with 
penalties and interests occurring on the additional tax liability in accordance with Section 211.119 
Michigan Compiled Laws.

I/We further understand that if this application is incomplete or

I/We fail to include all sources of income this application will not be considered by the Board of Review 
and that

I/We confirm to the attached income and Asset guidelines.

PLEASE SIGN AND DATE

PLEASE SIGN AND DATE

Applicant’s Signature: ___________________________ Date:  ___________

Applicants Name Printed: _________________________

Spouse’s Signature:    ____________________________ Date: ___________

Spouse's Name Printed:    _________________________

NOTICE: Any willful misstatement or misrepresentations made on this form may constitute perjury, which, under 
the law, is a felony punishable by fine or imprisonment.

7
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201
CITY OF BURTON 

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
(Adopted: February 6, 2017- Burton City Council) 

Pursuant to Section 211.7u 
Michigan Complied Laws 

I. General Overview 

The Board of Review of the City of Burton recognizes the need to have available a procedure by which 
residents in need of assistance under MCL 211.7u can make an application for property tax relief. The Board 
of Review further recognizes that, pursuant to statute, as well as case law, they must adopt procedures and 
guidelines, approved by Burton City Council, to be used as standards when considering appeals made based 
on financial hardship. The Board of Review understands that these guidelines must be adhered to when 
reviewing hardship appeals, and reserves the right to make individual considerations within their authority, as 
they feel necessary. Any form submitted that is inaccurate or not fully completed will result in a denial of the 
appeal. All information in the form is subject to verification from the Board of Review or the Assessor's Office. 

All applicants must obtain the proper applications from the Board of Review. All applicants, if approved by the 
Board of Review, will pay based on an assessment which will produce a property tax liability equal to 5% of 
their gross income. The effect of the property tax rebate feature of the Michigan Income Tax will be considered 
when making this calculation. No one will be reduced to a zero assessment. Additionally, the Board of Review 
will consider all revenue and non-revenue producing assets during its deliberation as to whether relief shall be 
granted. 

Applications must be filed every year. If granted, the exemption is for one year only. 

II. Basic Filing Requirements 

In order to be considered for exemption under MCL 211.7u each applicant must: 

A. Own and occupy the property as a homestead, defined by law, for which the request is being made. 

This may include vacant, contiguous property as long as it is considered part of the principal 

homestead. 

B. Complete and submit an Application for Poverty Tax Exemption on a form designated and supplied 

by the City of Burton Assessor's Office. 

C. Submit income verification as required. This must include current Federal and State Income Tax 

Returns, State Homestead Property Tax Credit Forms, or any additional information requested by the 

Board of Review. 

D. Submit a copy of your Michigan Driver's License or a Michigan Personal Identification Card. 

8 

2021
CITY OF BURTON

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ________ __, 2021­ Burton City Council)

Pursuant to Section 211.7u
Michigan Complied Laws

I. General Overview

The Board of Review of the City of Burton recognizes the need to have available a procedure by which
residents in need of assistance under MCL 211.7u can make an application for property tax relief. The Board
of Review further recognizes that, pursuant to statute, as well as case law, they must adopt procedures and
guidelines, approved by Burton City Council, to be used as standards when considering appeals made based
on financial hardship. The Board of Review understands that these guidelines must be adhered to when
reviewing hardship appeals, and reserves the right to make individual considerations within their authority, as
they feel necessary. Any form submitted that is inaccurate or not fully completed will result in a denial of the
appeal. All information in the form is subject to verification from the Board of Review or the Assessor’s Office.

All applicants must obtain the proper applications from the Board of Review. All applicants, if approved by the
Board of Review, will pay based on an assessment determined and certified by the Board of Review. The
effect of the property tax rebate feature of the Michigan Income Tax will be considered when making this
calculation. Additionally, the Board of Review will consider all revenue and non-revenue producing assets
during its deliberation as to whether relief shall be granted.

Applications must be filed every year. If granted, the exemption is for one year only.

II. Basic Filing Requirements

In order to be considered for exemption under MCL 211.7u each applicant must:

A. Own and occupy the property as a homestead, defined by law, for which the request is being made. 

This may include vacant, contiguous property as long as it is considered part of the principal 

homestead and for which a principal residence exemption has been approved.

B. Complete and submit an Application for Poverty Tax Exemption on a form designated and supplied

by the City of Burton Assessor’s Office.

C. Submit income verification as required. This may include current Federal and State Income Tax 

Returns, State Homestead Property Tax Credit Forms, or any additional information requested by the 

Board of Review.

D. Submit a copy of your Michigan Driver’s License or a Michigan Personal Identification Card.

8
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2017 
CITY OF BURTON 

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
(Adopted: February 6, 2017- Burton City Council) 

Pursuant to Section 211.7u 
Michigan Complied Laws 

III. Processing Applications 

Once an Application for Poverty Tax Exemption is completed and returned to the Assessor's Office, the 
assessing staff will review the information provided. The assessing staff will complete and attach a Poverty Tax 
Exemption Worksheet to each appeal. The worksheet will summarize the application and provide the Board of 
Review with specific information, income of the applicant, an estimated tax amount for the property, a summary 
of the estimated Homestead Property Tax Credit for the property and the estimated net property tax liability to 
the homeowner. 

After the above referenced information is compiled, the entire packet will be submitted to the Board of Review 
to be considered for tax relief in a work session. The Board of Review will determine if Income standards have 
been met. The Board of Review will determine if Asset limits have been met. The Board of Review, in making 
their decision, may contact the applicant for any additional information they deem necessary. 

• Extraordinary or unusual expenses are, for the purpose of this application, to indicate expenses that are 
not considered normal or that are not usually incurred as a Head of Household. The Board of Review 
shall examine each application for valid extraordinary expenses. 

• If, in the decision of the Board of Review, the expenses are deemed valid, the Board of Review shall 
have the authority to review that application separately from the printed guidelines, to determine if the 
applicant qualifies for a poverty exemption. 

• All applicants will be evaluated based on data submitted to the Board of Review by petitioner and 
testimony taken from petitioner and information gathered from any source the Board of Review may 
deem necessary. 

• Any successful applicant may be subject to investigation of their financial and property records by the 
City of Burton. This would be done to verify information submitted or statements made to the Board of 
Review or Assessor concerning their poverty tax claim. 

• The Board of Review shall follow the guidelines established herein when granting or denying an 
exemption. 

The Board of Review shall also reject any application where the information contained in it appears fraudulent, 
misleading or incomplete. 

9 

2021
CITY OF BURTON

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ________ __, 2021­ Burton City Council)

Pursuant to Section 211.7u
Michigan Complied Laws

III. Processing Applications

Once an Application for Poverty Tax Exemption is completed and returned to the Assessor’s Office, the
assessing staff will review the information provided. The assessing staff will complete and attach a Poverty Tax
Exemption Worksheet to each appeal. The worksheet will summarize the application and provide the Board of
Review with specific information, income of the applicant, an estimated tax amount for the property.

After the above referenced information is compiled, the entire packet will be submitted to the Board of Review
to be considered for tax relief in a work session. The Board of Review will determine if Income standards have
been met. The Board of Review will determine if Asset limits have been met. The Board of Review, in making
their decision, may contact the applicant for any additional information they deem necessary.

• Extraordinary or unusual expenses are, for the purpose of this application, to indicate expenses that
are not considered normal or that are not usually incurred as a Head of Household. The Board of 
Review shall examine each application for valid extraordinary expenses.

• If, in the decision of the Board of Review, the expenses are deemed valid, the Board of Review
shall have the authority to review that application separately from the printed guidelines, to determine if
the applicant qualifies for a poverty exemption.

• All applicants will be evaluated based on data submitted to the Board of Review by petitioner,
testimony taken from petitioner, and any information gathered from any source the Board of Review 
may deem necessary.

• Any successful applicant may be subject to investigation of their financial and property records by
the City of Burton. This would be done to verify information submitted or statements made to the Board 
of Review or Assessor concerning their poverty tax claim.

• The Board of Review shall follow the guidelines established herein when granting or denying an 
exemption.

The Board of Review shall also reject any application where the information contained in it appears fraudulent, 
misleading or incomplete.

9
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201
CITY OF BURTON 

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
(Adopted: February 6, 2017- Burton City Council) 

Pursuant to Section 211.7u 
Michigan Complied Laws 

IV. Income Guidelines 

The income guidelines used by the Board of Review have been established in accordance with P.A. 390 of 
1994 and shall be adhered to unless accompanied by special circumstances. In determining qualifications for 
tax exemption, the Board of Review shall consider every variable on the application, including total household 
income, the nature and duration of the income stream, the state equalized value of the subject property, the 
quality and accuracy of the information submitted and any other such evidence, as they feel appropriate in 
making their decision. In general, however these guidelines shall assist the Board of Review in their decisions. 

Following are the federal poverty guidelines for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2017 
assessments. These are based on STC Bulletin No. 12 of 2016. 

Persons in 
Household 

Household Income 

1 $ 11,880 
2 $ 16,020 
3 $ 20,160 
4 $ 24,300 
5 $ 28,440 
6 $ 32,580 
7 $ 36,730 
8 $ 40,890 

For each additional 
person, add 

$ 4,160 

Note: PA 390 of 1994 states that the poverty exemption guidelines established by the governing body of the 
local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. An asset test means the amount of cash, fixed assets 
or other property that could be used, or converted to cash for use in the payment of property taxes. The asset 
test should calculate a maximum amount permitted and all other assets above that amount should be 
considered as available. 

10 

2021
CITY OF BURTON

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ___________ ___, 2021­ Burton City Council)

Pursuant to Section 211.7u
Michigan Complied Laws

IV. Income Guidelines

The income guidelines to be used by the Board of Review have been established in accordance with P.A. 390
of 1994 and shall be adhered to unless accompanied by special circumstances. In determining qualifications
for tax exemption, the Board of Review shall consider every variable on the application, including total
household income, the nature and duration of the income stream, the quality and accuracy of the information
submitted and any other such evidence, as they feel appropriate in making their decision. In general, however
these guidelines shall assist the Board of Review in their decisions.

Following are the federal poverty guidelines for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2021
assessments. These are based on STC Bulletin No. 17 of 2020.

Persons in
Household Household Income

1 $ 12,760
2 $ 17,240
3 $ 21,720
4 $ 26,200
5 $ 30,680
6 $ 35,160
7 $ 39,640
8 $ 44,120

For each additional
person, add

$ 4,480

Note: P.A. 390 of 1994 states that the poverty exemption guidelines established by the governing body of the
local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. An asset test means the amount of cash, fixed assets
or other property that could be used, or converted to cash for use in the payment of property taxes. The asset
test should calculate a maximum amount permitted and all other assets above that amount should be 
considered as available.

10
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2017 
CITY OF BURTON 

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
(Adopted: February 6, 2017- Burton City Council) 

Pursuant to Section 211.7u 
Michigan Complied Laws 

V. Asset Guidelines 

As required by P.A. 390 of 1994, all guidelines for poverty exemptions as established by the governing body of 
the local assessing unit SHALL also include an asset level test. The following assets shall not be considered 
when applying an asset test to determine qualification for tax exemption. 

i. The value of the applicant's primary residence subject to the exemption request along with any contiguous 
residential land, except as follows: 

Under no circumstances shall a poverty exemption be granted on a principal residence 
purchased within one (1) year from appeal date. Unless petitioner files documentation 
supporting claim. 

Any category of physical (or tangible) structure added to the property in the previous calendar 
year with a true cash value not to exceed $2,000.00. Unless petitioner files documentation 
supporting claim. 

ii. The value of all personal property, such as furniture and clothing. 

Notwithstanding the value of property listed above, in order to be considered for tax exemption under MCL 
211.7u, the value of all additional assets shall not exceed five (5) times the annual household income of 
the applicant. The Board of Review will consider all revenue and non-revenue producing assets during its 
deliberation as to whether relief shall be granted. If liquid assets (assets that can be readily converted to cash) 
exceed five times the gross income and no more cash than an amount equal to one month's gross household 
income. Assets do include: 

• Stock 
• Bonds 
• Mutual Funds 
• Insurance Policies 
• Coin Collections 
• Boats 
• ORVs 
• Motorcycles 
• Recreational Vehicles 
• Second Homes 
• Salable Property 
• Retirement Accounts 
• Jewelry, etc. 

11 

2021
CITY OF BURTON

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ____________ ___, 2021­ Burton City Council)

Pursuant to Section 211.7 
Michigan Complied Laws

V. Asset Guidelines

As required by P.A. 390 of 1994, all guidelines for poverty exemptions as established by the governing body of 
the local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. The following assets shall not be considered 
when applying an asset test to determine qualification for tax exemption.

i. The value of the applicant’s primary residence subject to the exemption request along with any contiguous 
residential land.

ii. The value of all personal property, such as furniture and clothing.

Notwithstanding the value of property listed above, in order to be considered for tax exemption under MCL 
211.7u, the value of all additional assets shall not exceed five (5) times the annual household income of
the applicant. The Board of Review will consider all revenue and non-revenue producing assets during its
deliberation as to whether relief shall be granted. If liquid assets (assets that can be readily converted to cash) 
exceed five times the gross income and no more cash than an amount equal to one month’s gross household 
income. Assets do include:

• Stock
• Bonds
• Mutual Funds
• Coin Collections
• Boats
• ORVs
• Motorcycles
• Recreational Vehicles
• Second Homes
• Salable Property
• Jewelry, etc.

11
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2017 
CITY OF BURTON 

GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
(Adopted: February 6, 2017- Burton City Council) 

Pursuant to Section 211.7u 
Michigan Complied Laws 

Non-Cash assets to the total household may not exceed $10,000. Non-Cash assets are defined as those, 
which are not considered to be cash assets are included from this limit: 

• Applicant's Homestead 
• Applicant's household personal property 
• Assets not accessible by the applicant, co-owner, or any member of the applicant's household 

The Board of Review retains the authority to examine that application separate from the printed guidelines to 
determine if that applicant qualifies for a poverty exemption. 

All asset information, as requested in the Application for Property Tax Exemption must be completed in total. 
The Board of Review may request additional information and verification of assets if they determine it to be 
necessary and may reject any application if assets are not properly identified. 

VI. Summary 

In conclusion, the Board of Review has been given exclusive jurisdiction over the granting of property tax relief 
due to financial hardship. The Board of Review for the City of Burton takes this task seriously and attempts to 
provide relief to all deserving residents within the city. The Board of Review may deny any appeal, regardless 
of income, if the financial hardship appears to be self-created by the actions of the person or persons making 
the application. The Board of Review may deviate from the guidelines if it d
 
etermines there are substantial and 
compelling reasons, which are to be communicated, in writing, by the applicant. The oard of Review reserves 
the right to modify these guidelines as necessary. 

The City Council shall retain the authority, under P.A. 390 of 1994, and as further amended by PA 620 of 2002, 
to review and change these guidelines, as it deems necessary. 

12 

   2021
   CITY OF BURTON

    GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING POVERTY TAX EXEMPTION
(Adopted: ________ __, 2021­ Burton City Council)

   Pursuant to Section 211.7u
  Michigan Complied Laws

The Board of Review retains the authority to examine that application separate from the printed guidelines 
to determine if that applicant qualifies for a poverty exemption.

All asset information, as requested in the Application for Property Tax Exemption must be completed in total. 
The Board of Review may request additional information and verification of assets if they determine it to be 
necessary and may reject any application if assets are not properly identified.

VI. Summary

In conclusion, the Board of Review has been given exclusive jurisdiction over the granting of property tax relief 
due to financial hardship. The Board of Review for the City of Burton takes this task seriously and attempts to 
provide relief to all deserving residents within the city. The Board of Review may deny any appeal, regardless 
of income, if the financial hardship appears to be self-created by the actions of the person or persons making 
the application. The Board of Review may deviate from the guidelines if it determines there are substantial and 
compelling reasons, which are to be communicated, in writing, by the applicant. The Board of Review reserves 
the right to modify these guidelines as necessary.

The Burton City Council shall retain the authority, under P.A. 390 of 1994, and as further amended by P.A. 
620 of 2002, to review and change these guidelines, as it deems necessary.
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       Michigan Department of Treasury
4988 (5-12)

Poverty Exemption Affidavit
This form is issued under authority of Public Act 206 of 1893; MCL 211.7u

INSTRUCTIONS: When completed, this document must accompany a taxpayer’s Application for Poverty
Exemption filed with the supervisor or the board of review of the local unit where the property is located. MCL 
211.7u provides for a whole or partial property tax exemption on the principal residence of an owner of the 
property by reason of poverty and the inability to contribute toward the public charges. MCL 211.7u(2)(b) 
requires proof of eligibility for the exemption be provided to the board of review by supplying copies of federal
and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including property tax credit
returns, or by filing an affidavit for all persons residing in the residence who were not required to file federal or
state income tax returns for the current or preceding tax year.

I, ____________ _____________________, swear and affirm by my signature below that I reside in the
principal residence that is the subject of this Application for Poverty Exemption and that for the current tax year 
and the preceding tax year, I was not required to file a federal or state income tax return.

Address of Principal Residence:                    _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________________                              ___________________
Signature of Person Applying for Affidavit                                      Date 

______________________________________________________
Print Name of Person Applying for Affidavit

You will need to print and return this entire completed application along with the
required documentation to the:

City of Burton- Assessor's Office
4303 S. Center Rd.
Burton, MI 48519

Any questions please feel free to contact our Assessor's Office Monday- Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
at (810) 743-1500 ext. 1351

13
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Updated: 1/4/2021 1:13 PM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 01/07/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Ordinance 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4980) DOC ID: 4980  

Second Reading of Ordinance: Amendment to Weeds, 
Grasses and Brush Ordinance 91.01. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Grass Clippings Ordinance (DOCX) 
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CITY OF BURTON 

COUNTY OF GENESEE, MICHIGAN 

 

ORDINANCE 2021-1-91.01 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BURTON CITY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, § 91.01 WEEDS, GRASSES, AND BRUSH; 
REMOVAL; COSTS BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW 
SUBSECTION (E) PROHIBITING GRASS CLIPPINGS AND 
OTHER LITTER FROM BEING DISPERSED ONTO THE 
ROADWAY; AND TO PROVIDE THE PENALTY FOR THE 
VIOLATION THEREOF.  

 

THE CITY OF BURTON HEREBY ORDAINS:  

 

SECTION I 

 

Chapter 91, section 01 is hereby amended as follows: 

 

(E)  No person shall operate mowing equipment adjacent to a public street, in such a 
manner as to cause the discharge of grass clippings, vegetative material or other 
litter, to be disbursed or remain in the public street. 

 

(F)  The penalty for violation of this section shall be deemed a municipal civil infraction 
and upon a finding of responsibility shall be subject to the penalties set forth herein. 

 

Sections (A) – (D) remain unchanged. 

 

SECTION II 

 
All other provisions of this Chapter shall be and are hereby ratified. 
 

SECTION III 
 
The violation of the terms of this Ordinance shall be punishable as a municipal civil 
infraction pursuant to Chapter 131 of the City’s Code of Ordinances.  
 

SECTION IV 
 
This Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the City of 
Burton, Genesee County, Michigan, and shall become effective 30 days after publication. 
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SECTION V 
 
A copy of this Ordinance may be inspected at the City Hall, 4303 S. Center Road, Burton, 
Michigan, during regular business hours.                                                          

 
 

CITY OF BURTON,  
 
                                                                    

______________________________________ 
By: DUANE HASKINS, MAYOR  

 
 

_______________________________________ 
By: RACHEAL BOGGS, CITY CLERK 

 
 
 
Ordinance introduced on: 
Second Reading: 
Publication date: 
Effective date: 
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