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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 7:00 PM. 

 

A. INVOCATION LED BY: VAUGHN SMITH 

B. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE IS LED BY: VAUGHN SMITH 

C. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Danny Wells Councilman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Deborah K Walton Councilwoman Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mr. Martinbianco would like to remove item #7 from the agenda. 

1. Motion to remove item #7 from the agenda. 

 

Mr. Smith stated I spoke with Mr. Abbey last week and he explained to me that 

according to the MERS by-laws, I am not eligible to be a delegate because I am not a 

member of MERS. I have no problem serving in this capacity but I want to follow the 

by-laws. Anyone on the council can go to the meeting but, we are not in MERS so we 

cannot vote. He asked for the City Attorney's opinion.  

 

Mr. Wells called point of order. Has anyone supported Mr. Martinibanco's motion? 

 

Mr. Heffner said, no.  

 

Mr. Wells offered support to continue the discussion.  

 

Mrs. Conley stated she wants to know why this wasn't brought up when we voted on 

it at the last meeting. I think Mr. Abbey voting is a conflict of interest because there 

are three Abbey's in MERS. I don't know who Jack Spillane is. How can I vote for 

someone I don't know?  

 

Mr. Martinbianco expressed his disagreement to MERS not allowing the Legislative 

body to have a place at the table.  
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Mr. Heffner stated if we vote this down, we will not have voting representation at the 

conference. We will only have representatives there to bring information back.  

 

Attorney Doyle referenced section 78 of the annual meeting (MCL 38.1545) 

subsection 2 that was provided in the agenda back up material. A delegate has to be 

a member of the MERS system. Council nominates one delegate and the employees 

nominate the other.  

 

Mr. Wells stated I don't remember doing this before. I read the MERS by-laws. What 

defines an officer of the city? MERS should have been here tonight to explain this to 

us.  

 

Discussion continued regarding MERS by-laws, practices and deadline for making 

changes to delegates. 

 

Motion by Mr. Martinbianco to call the question. No support. 

RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 3] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Wells, Smith, Conley 

NAYS: Heffner, Fenner, Walton 

2. Motion to go into closed session after audience participation under section 8C of the 

Open Meeting Act for the purpose of contract negotiations. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

E. STAFF PRESENT 

Duane Haskins, Mayor 

Brian Ross, Police Chief 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Kirk Wilkinson, Fire Chief 

F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. City Council - Regular Meeting - Sep 9, 2021 7:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

2. City Council - Special Meeting - Sep 13, 2021 7:00 PM 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

G. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Mayor Haskins provided the following updates: 

 

 The water tower painting project at Fire Station 1 will begin later this week for about 

four weeks. Water pressure could be impacted in that area. 

 Center Road and Grand Traverse Road projects should be finished next week, 

weather permitting.  

 There is a new scam involving a phone call asking people to provide drugs or apple 

cards in exchange for a hook-up. We have had two instances in Burton where 

someone came to residents homes. If this happens or someone you don’t know 

comes to your door, call 911. 

 Trick-or-Treat Trail is scheduled for Saturday, October 23rd 12PM-3PM at Bentley 

High School. We are looking for vendors and sponsors. More information is on our 

website. 

 Project Heats On is also on Saturday, October 23rd. Applications are at City Hall and 

on our website. 

 There was a robbery today at Chase Bank on Belsay Road. It is an ongoing 

investigation. 

 Attorney Leadford is here requesting a closed session for contract negotiation 

strategy.  

 Our speed radar trailers have arrived and are ready to be used. Residents can call 

810-742-2542 to request to have one placed in your area.  

 City Hall flooding issue is still ongoing. The best solution seems to be to reroute our 

roof drains away from the damaged tiles. I will provide more updates as I receive 

information. 

 I ask that we keep County Commissioner Ellen Ellenburg and her family in our 

prayers for her husband’s speedy recovery.  

 The MERS delegate was placed on the agenda at the last meeting and when you 

changed the voting delegate, we notified MERS of the change and that is when they 

told us that delegates must be members. This is a mandate by The Municipal 

Employees Retirement Act of 1984 and a Michigan law. We put this information in 

your council packet for tonight’s meeting to help explain that to you. There was no 

malicious intent. Removing this item from the agenda takes away our rights to vote 

at the MERS Conference.   

 

Mr. Heffner asked for an update on local road projects.  

 
Mayor Haskins stated residents can turn in petitions to the council. Council then decides 
whether or not to approve the 50/50 special assessment. There is no resolution needed 
because it is dictated by ordinance. You act on a case by case basis. No prior action is 
needed.  
 
Attorney Doyle concurred with the Mayor. Special assessments are a statute which is 
bigger than an ordinance. There is a law we have to follow. Roads have their own act 
that we adopted via the ordinance. There is no resolution needed. A notice to the 
residents that the 50/50 match is available and the motion you made at the special 
meeting is the only thing that is needed. Once a decision is made by the residents to 
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take advantage of this, then there are certain steps such as petitions and engineering. 
After that, the council will decide whether or not to contribute to the project.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding MERS Conference dates and MERS by-laws. 
 
Mr. Wells asked if the City Hall flooding is covered by our insurance and what the cost 
will be. 
 
Mayor Haskins stated it took some time to figure out what he issues were and how to fix 
them. We should know more about insurance and cost in a couple weeks. I will keep you 
updated. 

1. Motion to go into closed session after audience participation under section 8C of the 

Open Meetings Act for the purpose of contract negotiations 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

H. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mr. Smith provided an update from the Planning Commission that Walker Farms will be 

building 215 condominiums on their property at Vassar and Atherton Roads. They would like 

us to put 1,700 feet of water lines in that area so they can connect to city water. The 

developer will be responsible for the additional infrastructure.  

 

Mayor Haskins stated the main water line stops at Belsay and Atherton. They want the 

water line to continue down to the subdivision so they do not have to put wells in. The 

approximate cost is $120,000-$130,000 to run the main water trunk 1,700 feet down 

Atherton Road. I made is clear that the council would likely not get behind a special 

assessment inside the subdivision. This will benefit other subdivisions in the area and it will 

add an additional 200 water customers to the water system.  

 

Mr. Fenner provided information from the 911 Consortium and DDA meetings. A vote was 

taken and passed at the September 14th 911 meeting to allow municipality's to sign service 

agreements with ambulance companies although, 911 stated they will not follow these 

contracts and will continue to dispatch the closest available ambulance. I don't know what 

that means for us.  

 

Mrs. Conley announced the book sale at the library on September 25th from 10AM-4PM.   

I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Cheryl Ross of Lapeer Road in Burton thanked the council for the demolition at 6076 Lapeer 

Road. She expressed concerns regarding the entire property being cleaned up properly 

when it is complete.  

 

Nate Henry of Don Shenk Drive in Swartz Creek introduced himself as the new City of 

Burton DDA Member. He thanked the council for the opportunity.  

 

City Council went into closed session at 7:53PM 

City Council returned from closed session at 8:24PM 

J. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
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Mr. Wells asked if the administration has received complaints regarding the food truck 

located on Davison Road. They received something saying they had to stop doing business 

and feel like they are being harassed.  

 

Mayor Haskins stated we have not heard any complaints from anyone. If there were specific 

parameters set forth when the food truck was approved, he has to abide by those. If you 

had told me sooner, I could have checked into it before the meeting. 

 

Mr. Smith provided an update from the Planning Commission regarding the approval of the 

food truck.  

 

Discussion continued regarding stipulations set forth at the Planning Commission for the 

food truck on Davison Road including parking, traffic cones, tents, trash, use of a generator 

and approved time frame. 

 

Mr. Smith stated he would like to make a motion to reconsider the removal of Agenda item 

#7.  

1. Motion to reconsider the removal of Agenda item #7 to Approve and authorize 

Charles Abbey, Human Resources Director as the City of Burton MERS Conference 

Delegate and Jack Spillane as the City of Burton MERS Conference Alternate in 

accordance with section 78 (2) of the MERS Plan Document. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 3] 

MOVER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

SECONDER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

AYES: Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Walton 

NAYS: Martinbianco, Wells, Conley 

2. Motion to remove item # 7 from the agenda. 

 

RESULT: FAILED [3 TO 4] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Wells, Conley 

NAYS: Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Walton 

K. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Doyle) 9/1/21 to 9/14/21 in 

the amount of $6,324.00. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

2. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Masud) 8/1/2021 to 

8/31/2021 in the amount of $1,862.00. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

3. Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and allow the Mayor and Clerk 

to enter into a contract, contingent upon the submittal and approval of the required 

bonds and insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with Bartman 

Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the amount of $6,860.00 for the 

demolition of 1454 Carman St. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

4. Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and allow the Mayor and Clerk 

to enter into a contract, contingent upon the submittal and approval of the required 

bonds and insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with Bartman 

Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the amount of $6,860.00 for the 

demolition of 3155 Hemphill Rd. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

5. Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and allow the Mayor and Clerk 

to enter into a contract, contingent upon the submittal and approval of the required 

bonds and insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with Bartman 

Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the amount of $9,740.00 for the 

demolition of 6076 Lapeer Rd. 

 

Mr. Wells asked for a schedule of when the demolitions will take place.  

 

Mayor Haskins stated we do not have a schedule. Lapeer Road has an injunctive 

order so it will be delayed until November 1st.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated if we pass this tonight and the judge has given them until 
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November, can we still sign a contract for demolition? 

 

Attorney Doyle stated the contractor has agreed to hold off on this. We will not sign 

it until November 1, 2021.   

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

6. Approve and authorize the acceptance of the Teamsters Collective Bargaining 

Agreement effective July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2025. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

7. Approve and Authorize Charles Abbey, Human Resources Director as the City of 

Burton MERS Conference Delegate and Jack Spillane as the City of Burton MERS 

Conference Alternate in accordance with section 78 (2) of the MERS Plan Document. 

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated it is counterproductive that municipalities engaged with 

MERS do not allow the local unit of government that represents the employees to 

have a place at the table as a delegate. I will be voting against this. It is a problem 

with the state law. It is a conflict of interest for council not to be represented.  

 

Mr. Wells stated I will be voting no also. A stipulation from MERS is for a judge to 

sign off on it. We have never had to do this before. I would like to see the vote result 

at the end of this.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked if Mr. Smith can still go to the conference. 

 

Mr. Smith stated I will be there. He described the process of voting at the MERS 

conference.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated I am voting yes for this because I want us to have a vote.  

 

Discussion continued on the MERS and the MERS conference.  

RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 3] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Walton 

NAYS: Martinbianco, Wells, Conley 

 Agendas and minutes may be found at www.burtonmi.gov 
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Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 7:00 PM. 

 

A. INVOCATION LED BY: DEBORAH WALTON 

Mr. Heffner led the Invocation in Mrs. Walton's absence.  

B. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE IS LED BY: DEBORAH WALTON 

Mr. Heffner led the Pledge of Allegiance in Mrs. Walton's absence.  

C. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Danny Wells Councilman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Deborah K Walton Councilwoman Excused  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

1. Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

Mr. Martinbianco objected to item #3 on the agenda.  

RESULT: CARRIED [5 TO 1] 

MOVER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

NAYS: Martinbianco 

EXCUSED: Walton 

E. STAFF PRESENT 

Duane Haskins, Mayor 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Charles Abbey, DPW Director/HR 

Brian Ross, Police Chief 

Kirk Wilkinson, Fire Chief  

F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

F.1

Packet Pg. 9

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
S

ep
 9

, 2
02

1 
7:

00
 P

M
  (

A
P

P
R

O
V

A
L

 O
F

 M
IN

U
T

E
S

)



Minutes Burton City Council September 9, 2021 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 9/13/2021 3:54 PM Page 2   

1. City Council - Special Meeting - Aug 10, 2021 6:30 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

2. City Council - Special Meeting - Aug 16, 2021 6:30 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

3. City Council - Regular Meeting - Aug 16, 2021 7:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

G. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Mayor Haskins provided updates on the following: 

 

 Grand Traverse and Center Road projects are underway and we hope to have them 

completed in the next couple of weeks. 

 Genesee County announced a new permanent hazardous waste drop off facility. It is 

free and open to all Genesee County residents.  

 The Police Department received two of three radar trailers. One is in front of City 

Hall. Training will take place tomorrow. We will take requests by residents for the 

use of these in areas where speeding is a concern. There are two ways to make a 

request, residents can call 810-742-2542 or email burtonpolicecares@burtonmi.gov. 

 Attorney Leadford is here requesting a closed session for contract negotiation 

strategy.  

 The next Neighborhood Watch Meeting will be this Monday, September 13th at 6:00 

PM at the Police Station.  

 Item #2 on your agenda is the appointment of Nathan Henry to the DDA. He comes 

highly recommended by the DDA Chair, Mr. Richvalsky.  

 The flooding issue at City Hall is ongoing. We brought in a camera and there is 

potential blockage under the tile floor. The floor will removed next week.  

 We were approved for our ARPA money. They hope to send the first half of the 

money, approximately $1.4 million within 30 days.  

1. Motion to go into closed session after audience participation under section 8C of the 

Open Meeting Act for the purpose of contract negotiation strategy. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

H. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None.  

I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Joseph Richvalsky of Burton and DDA Chairman stated he is in support of the appointment 

of Nathan Henry to the Downtown Development Authority.  

 

Bobbie Cox of Carman Street in Burton expressed concerns regarding Steve Heffner 

dumping in a public access area next door to her property on Carman Street. We would like 

him to clean up his mess. 

 

Bill Ponziani of Carman Street in Burton asked if it is illegal to dump on a public access road 

in Burton. I would like City Council to set an example for the community. 

 

Mr. Heffner stated if you have a question for me privately, we can talk about it later.  

 

City Council went into closed session at 7:17PM. 

City Council returned from closed session at 8:00PM.  

J. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

Mr. Smith stated Project Heats On is scheduled for October 23, 2021. The application 

deadline is October 8th. Residents can find an application in the Burton View, at City Hall or 

the Senior Center. Your home must be owner-occupied. You must be current on city taxes 

and water bill and willing to provide information demonstrating financial need. Sponsorship 

forms are also at City Hall.  Mr. Smith provided council with a document regarding MERS 

actuarial projections and outlined the following points: 

 
 The city paid an extra $7 million in contributions over the last seven years. 

 Valuation Asset Balance of $28,635,281. 

 In 2020, the required contribution was $2,068,543 plus additional $1,000,000 and 

employee contribution of $413,406, for a total of $3,481,949.  
 In 2020, under benefit payments, we paid retirees $3,737,466. 

 Without the $1 million extra payment, we would have been in a deficit. 

 We generated $2,059,889 return on investment. 

 We did not have to use money from our general fund. 

 We only have 13 years left of police millage. 

 2006 percent funded in MERS was 47%, 2020 percent funded in MERS is 49%. 

 

Mr. Martinbianco expressed concerns regarding what will happen when there is a market 

correction. He thanked Mr. Smith.  

 

Mr. Heffner expressed gratitude to Mr. Smith for his leadership. When MERS was telling the 

city we were fine, Mr. Smith took further steps to convince the council to correct the issue.  

 

Mr. Smith asked the council not to lose focus on this down the road. 
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Mrs. Conley concurred and thanked Mr. Smith for his leadership as the Finance Chair.  

 

Mr. Wells gave Mr. Smith accolades for his hard work. My issue with MERS is they continue 

to move the goal post a little further away each time. I hope we can do enough to keep this 

going in the right direction.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated he received a note from Linda Hartman regarding the condemning of a 

house on Carman Street. She was very happy and I would like to thank the DPW team.  

 

Mr. Heffner reopened audience participation for discussion on agenda item#4 that was 

added tonight.  

 

No audience participation for item#4.  

 

Mr. Wells stated I am still receiving calls regarding the issue with the neighbor on Belsay 

Road. This time it was regarding gunshots and riding his jeep in the woods at 6:00AM. 

There were several calls to the police. Please help these people out.  

1. Motion to add to the agenda: Motion to approve and authorize a memorandum to 

amend the Teamsters Administrative Contract to utilize an IT Director at a salary of 

$84,000 per year. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

K. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing (Doyle) 8/11/21 to 8/31/21 in 

the amount of $5,019.00. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

2. Approve and authorize the Mayor's appointment of Nathan Henry, 5411 Don Shenk 

Drive., Swartz Creek, MI. 48473 to the Downtown Development Authority, with a 

term ending August 2025. 

 

Mr. Fenner stated he has spoken to and dealt with Mr. Henry on a few occasions and 

he is an upstanding individual and will be an asset to the DDA as Mr. Richvalsky has 

stated.  
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

3. Approve and Authorize Duane Haskins, Mayor as the City of Burton MERS Conference 

Delegate and Charles Abbey, Human Resources Director as the City of Burton MERS 

Conference Alternate. 

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated he thinks the City Council should be represented as well as 

the administration. I would like to offer an amendment to the motion. 

 

The following motion to amend agenda item #3 was moved by Mr. Martinbianco and 

supported by Mr. Wells:  

 

Approve and Authorize Vaughn Smith, City Councilman as the City of Burton MERS 

Conference Delegate and Duane Haskins, Mayor as the City of Burton MERS 

Conference Alternate. 

 

Mr. Fenner asked, what is customary? Can it be anybody? Is there a standard or 

requirement we have to meet?  

 

Discussion continued on the amendment to the motion.  

 

Mr. Smith asked, if I go, can the Mayor still go? I believe the Mayor should still go to 

the conference. 

 

Mr. Abbey stated this has nothing to do with who goes to the conference. This is to 

determine who the voting delegate will be. If a change is made to the MERS plan 

document, every municipality has one vote.  

 

Mr. Wells stated it is important that a member from council and the administration 

go to the conference.  

 

Discussion continued on MERS and MERS Conference. 

RESULT: CARRIED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

4. Motion to approve and authorize a memorandum to amend the Teamsters 

Administrative Contract to utilize an IT Director at a salary of $84,000 per year. 
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Minutes Burton City Council September 9, 2021 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 9/13/2021 3:54 PM Page 6   

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Walton 

 Agendas and minutes may be found at www.burtonmi.gov 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 
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CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Special Meeting 7:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 9/16/2021 9:27 AM Page 1   

This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 7:00 PM. 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Danny Wells Councilman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Deborah K Walton Councilwoman Excused  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Excused  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Duane Haskins, Mayor 

Charles Abbey, DPW Director/HR 

Lindsey Bice, Clerk's Office 

C. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

No report.  

D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Diane Diamond of Cypress Circle in Burton expressed concerns about the road conditions in 

Maplewood Meadows. The residents in this area would like to participate in a match program 

with the city. We are circulating petitions.  

 

Warren Nimcheski of Genesee Road in Burton spoke regarding the history, condition and 

safety of Genesee Road. Council should think about a millage to fix the roads.  

 

Mr. Smith stated a resident, Jim Shustock had a question regarding the plans for Springfield 

and Howe. What are the administrations plans for this area?  

 

Mr. Abbey stated he is unsure what Mr. Shustock is referring to. I will need to go look at it.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Discussion and Possible Action on Local Road Projects. 

 

Mr. Abbey read a statement from Mr. Howser regarding the process we use for road 

projects in the DPW. Genesee Road will need to be addressed by the TIP program 

where we get 80/20 matching funds. Mr. Abbey provided the council with the PASER 

rating map.  
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Minutes Burton City Council September 13, 2021 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 9/16/2021 9:27 AM Page 2   

 

Discussion ensued on the city's budget for local roads.  

 

Mr. Abbey stated we get our best bids for road projects in February or March.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated there is an infrastructure push by the Federal Government 

that may impact bids.  

 

Discussion ensued on using marijuana money toward local roads and using match 

funds with residents to fix roads.  

 

Mr. Abbey stated the city should participate in a match program on a first come 

basis, until the money is gone. We need to decide what the number is. Is it 50/50? 

 

Mr. Smith expressed the importance of setting a deadline.  

 

Mr. Fenner asked for clarification, are we talking about entire subdivisions only or 

individual streets? Not all of our local roads are in subdivisions. We should approach 

the districts in the worst condition first.  

 

Mr. Abbey discussed setting districts appropriately and posting the policy and 

procedure adopted by council on the website. The important part for us is picking a 

reasonable number to get the most done with the money we have available.  

 

Mr. Wells thanked the audience members for attending. He expressed concerns 

regarding the need to change an ordinance. 

 

Mr. Abbey stated there are a number of ways that roads were paved in the past. This 

is not a one shoe fits all situation. The city is diversified just like our funding. Some 

areas are low to moderate income and qualify for additional funding. Others do not 

qualify.  

 

Mr. Wells asked if we will charge more in higher income areas. I do not want to 

overstep our bounds.  

 

Mr. Abbey stated we need to be fair and consistent in our method. If it's a 50/50 

match, it is a 50/50 match for everyone no matter where you are or who you are. 

What I meant was, we can use federal dollars for some areas that are lower income 

because they qualify for that funding.  

 

Discussion ensued on local roads, county roads becoming our responsibility, the 

possibility of giving responsibility back to the county and different approaches to 

fixing different roads.   

 

Mr. Heffner stated he is in support of the 50/50 match. If we don't use all of the 

money, we put it back in the budget for next year.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated if you do the math at 50/50, we can do roads that will impact 

about 1,000 homes with the $1.5 million we have.  

 

F.2

Packet Pg. 16

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
S

ep
 1

3,
 2

02
1 

7:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 M

IN
U

T
E

S
)



Minutes Burton City Council September 13, 2021 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 9/16/2021 9:27 AM Page 3   

Mr. Abbey stated smaller subdivisions or those with open ditch as opposed to curb 

and gutter, will cost less. We may be able to leverage six or eight subdivisions right 

away.  

 

Mr. Martibinaco stated we have to be cognizant of our 5-year projected fund balance. 

I would like the council to receive a map of all the roads that have been chip sealed.  

 

Mr. Abbey said, yes. We can give you a map of all improvements, including chip seal. 

Another thing to think about is, roads do not get cheaper. A full reconstruction is 

over $1 million per lane mile. If you have the opportunity now, the administration 

recommends we take advantage of it.  

 

Mr. Smith stated this $1.5 million is a one time gift. If we can turn it into $3 million, 

I am all for it. I support the 50/50 match. Where do we start the process from here?  

 

Mr. Abbey stated tomorrow we will get all the legalities for you and bring it to the 

next council meeting.  

 

Mr. Heffner asked if the council agrees to the 50/50 match.  

 

Council members concurred to the city participating in a 50/50 match for local roads.  

 

Mr. Wells asked about bonding for the city's 50%. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the legalities of bonding.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM. 
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Updated: 9/15/2021 2:38 PM by Racheal Boggs A Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Attorney Billing 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5200) DOC ID: 5200 A 

Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing 
(Doyle) 9/1/21 to 9/14/21 in the amount of $6,324.00. 

 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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Updated: 9/16/2021 9:18 AM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Attorney Billing 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Racheal Boggs 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5201) DOC ID: 5201  

Approve and authorize the payment of Attorney Billing 
(Masud) 8/1/2021 to 8/31/2021 in the amount of $1,862.00. 

 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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Updated: 9/15/2021 9:40 AM by Julie Griffith  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Purchasing 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Contract 
  Prepared By: Julie Griffith 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Julie Griffith 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5197) DOC ID: 5197  

Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and 
allow the Mayor and Clerk to enter into a contract, contingent 
upon the submittal and approval of the required bonds and 
insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with 

Bartman Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the 
amount of $6,860.00 for the demolition of 1454 Carman St. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 BID TAB Demo 2021 (XLSX) 

 1454 Carman Demo Bid (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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BID TABULATION

CITY OF BURTON

Department of Public Works

Project:                    DEMOLITIONS 2021

Bid Opening at:  CITY HALL

Date & Time: SEPTEMBER 13, 2021  10am

Present:  Julie Griffith, Amber Abbey

Bidder Name

and Address Falcon Bartman Efficient 

Demolition Excavating Demolition

1 1454 CARMAN 9,377.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

2 3155 HEMPHILL 9,300.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

3 6076 LAPEER 12,390.00 9,740.00 10,800.00

4

5

6

7

8

5% BOND Yes Yes Yes

SIGNED BID Yes Yes Yes
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Updated: 9/15/2021 10:02 AM by Julie Griffith  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Purchasing 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Contract 
  Prepared By: Julie Griffith 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Julie Griffith 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5198) DOC ID: 5198  

Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and 
allow the Mayor and Clerk to enter into a contract, contingent 
upon the submittal and approval of the required bonds and 
insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with 

Bartman Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the 
amount of $6,860.00 for the demolition of 3155 Hemphill Rd. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 BID TAB Demo 2021 (XLSX) 

 3155 Hemphill Rd Demo Bid (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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BID TABULATION

CITY OF BURTON

Department of Public Works

Project:                    DEMOLITIONS 2021

Bid Opening at:  CITY HALL

Date & Time: SEPTEMBER 13, 2021  10am

Present:  Julie Griffith, Amber Abbey

Bidder Name

and Address Falcon Bartman Efficient 

Demolition Excavating Demolition

1 1454 CARMAN 9,377.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

2 3155 HEMPHILL 9,300.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

3 6076 LAPEER 12,390.00 9,740.00 10,800.00

4

5

6

7

8

5% BOND Yes Yes Yes

SIGNED BID Yes Yes Yes
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Updated: 9/15/2021 3:41 PM by Julie Griffith  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Purchasing 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Contract 
  Prepared By: Julie Griffith 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Julie Griffith 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5199) DOC ID: 5199  

Approve and authorize the acceptance of the low bid and 
allow the Mayor and Clerk to enter into a contract, contingent 
upon the submittal and approval of the required bonds and 
insurance documents, on behalf of the City of Burton with 

Bartman Excavating, 4068 Dowdall St. Flint, MI 48506, in the 
amount of $9,740.00 for the demolition of 6076 Lapeer Rd. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Wells asked for a schedule of when the demolitions will take place.  

 

Mayor Haskins stated we do not have a schedule. Lapeer Road has an injunctive order so it 

will be delayed until November 1st.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated if we pass this tonight and the judge has given them until 

November, can we still sign a contract for demolition? 

 

Attorney Doyle stated the contractor has agreed to hold off on this. We will not sign it until 

November 1, 2021.   

ATTACHMENTS: 

 BID TAB Demo 2021 (XLSX) 

 6076 Lapeer Rd Demo Bid (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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BID TABULATION

CITY OF BURTON

Department of Public Works

Project:                    DEMOLITIONS 2021

Bid Opening at:  CITY HALL

Date & Time: SEPTEMBER 13, 2021  10am

Present:  Julie Griffith, Amber Abbey

Bidder Name

and Address Falcon Bartman Efficient 

Demolition Excavating Demolition

1 1454 CARMAN 9,377.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

2 3155 HEMPHILL 9,300.00 6,860.00 8,000.00

3 6076 LAPEER 12,390.00 9,740.00 10,800.00

4

5

6

7

8

5% BOND Yes Yes Yes

SIGNED BID Yes Yes Yes
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Updated: 9/16/2021 3:21 PM by Racheal Boggs  Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Mayor's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Agreement 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5202) DOC ID: 5202  

Approve and authorize the acceptance of the Teamsters 
Collective Bargaining Agreement effective July 1, 2021 

through June 30, 2025. 

 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Danny Wells, Councilman 

SECONDER: Christina Conley, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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Updated: 9/16/2021 4:50 PM by Racheal Boggs A Page 1 

 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/21 07:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Mayor's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Appointment 
  Prepared By: Racheal Boggs 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5203) DOC ID: 5203 A 

Approve and Authorize Charles Abbey, Human Resources 
Director as the City of Burton MERS Conference Delegate 
and Jack Spillane as the City of Burton MERS Conference 

Alternate in accordance with section 78 (2) of the MERS Plan 
Document. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Martinbianco stated it is counterproductive that municipalities engaged with MERS do 

not allow the local unit of government that represents the employees to have a place at the 

table as a delegate. I will be voting against this. It is a problem with the state law. It is a 

conflict of interest for council not to be represented.  

 

Mr. Wells stated I will be voting no also. A stipulation from MERS is for a judge to sign off on 

it. We have never had to do this before. I would like to see the vote result at the end of 

this.  

 

Mrs. Conley asked if Mr. Smith can still go to the conference. 

 

Mr. Smith stated I will be there. He described the process of voting at the MERS conference.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated I am voting yes for this because I want us to have a vote.  

 

Discussion continued on the MERS and the MERS conference.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 MERS Plan Document Section 78 (PDF) 

 MCL Section 38.1545 (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 3] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Steven Heffner, Vaughn Smith, Gregory Fenner, Deborah K Walton 

NAYS: Tom Martinbianco, Danny Wells, Christina Conley 
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