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BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Special Meeting 5:45 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 
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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 5:45 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Vice President Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Councilman Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

Greg Hull Councilman Present  

Christina Hickson Councilwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Dave Martinez, Building Official 

Amber Abbey, Deputy DPW Director 

C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None. 

D. PRESENTATON: THE BUILDING OFFICIAL WILL GIVE A  PRESENTATION ON EACH 

PROPERTY AS THEY COME UP. 

Mr. Martinez stated there was a fire at 3518 Laurel and it is a total loss. It is structurally 

unsafe and I recommend option #1 of the demolition process, immediate demolition.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Motion for Immediate Demolition of 3518 Laurel, with DPW given authorization to 

request sealed bids and the structure to be razed within thirty (30) days of Burton 

City Council’s acceptance of the low bid and the City Attorney’s approval of the 

contract documents for execution of a contract with the Mayor and Clerk. 

 

Mr. Martinbianco expressed concern regarding the administration not providing 

pictures of the interior of these homes.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated we do not necessarily have the right to enter the homes. If 

windows are open and we cant put the camera through them, we will, but by right, 

we do not enter the home until the demolition has been called to order.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated we are presuming that every building will be of demolition 

nature if they did not allow us to review the bones of the building.  
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Mrs. Abbey stated we are using past history as well. Mr. Martinez has been into 

these homes at certain times just not when the pictures were taken. He is taking the 

assessment from the exterior of the homes. Obviously, the ones with fire damage 

are a little easier because most of the windows are burnt out and you can see inside.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated some of the homes coming before us tonight have had 

substantial changes made. I am trying to give the property owner the benefit of the 

doubt. If there is anything salvageable, we have other options besides option #1, 

immediate demolition. 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated our recommendation will be different on some of these other 

homes tonight.   

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Conley, Hull, Hickson 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:52 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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 Burton City Council Meeting: 09/20/22 05:45 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Department of Public Works 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Public Hearing 
  Prepared By: Katie Malin 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5493) DOC ID: 5493  

THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING 
ANY COMMENTS TO THE DEMOLITION UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT:  3518 Laurel Ave, Parcel ID # 59-
29-576-020 at 5:45 p.m. 

RESOLUTION:  APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE the Standard Resolution for Step V of the Burton 

City Demolition Procedure, determining said premises at 3518 Laurel Ave, Parcel #59-29-

576-020 to be a public nuisance or hazard and to further require the owner(s) or 

occupant(s) to: 

 

1. Immediate Demolition, with DPW given authorization to request sealed bids and the 

Structure to be razed within the thirty (30) days of Burton City Council’s acceptance of the 

low bid and the City Attorney’s approval of the contract documents for execution of a 

contract with the Mayor and Clerk, or 

 

2. *Alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with a Building Permit within 

____________days, or 

 

3. *Abate(tear down) the structure to Burton City Code with a Demolition Permit with 

______________days, or 

 

4. Postpone any further action for ____________days, based on the following 

circumstances: 

 

The Burton City Council is to select one (1) of the above orders.  The Department of Public 

Works recommends the immediate demolition, contingent upon Burton City Council’s 

acceptance of the low bid. 

 

*The Department of Public Works is hereby given the authority to demolish the structure(s) 

upon failure to comply with the Building Permit or Demolition Permit. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Martinbianco expressed concern regarding the administration not providing pictures of 

the interior of these homes.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated we do not necessarily have the right to enter the homes. If windows are 

open and we cant put the camera through them, we will, but by right, we do not enter the 

home until the demolition has been called to order.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated we are presuming that every building will be of demolition nature if 

they did not allow us to review the bones of the building.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated we are using past history as well. Mr. Martinez has been into these 

homes at certain times just not when the pictures were taken. He is taking the assessment 
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from the exterior of the homes. Obviously, the ones with fire damage are a little easier 

because most of the windows are burnt out and you can see inside.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated some of the homes coming before us tonight have had substantial 

changes made. I am trying to give the property owner the benefit of the doubt. If there is 

anything salvageable, we have other options besides option #1, immediate demolition. 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated our recommendation will be different on some of these other homes 

tonight.   

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Demolition Packet (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Conley, Hull, Hickson 

E.1
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Demolition Packet 

3518 Laurel Ave. 

September 20, 2022 

At 

5:45 p.m. 

E.1.a
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