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MINUTES 
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BURTON, MI  48519 
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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 6:00 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Vice President Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Councilman Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

Greg Hull Councilman Present  

Christina Hickson Councilwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Dave Martinez, Building Official 

Amber Abbey, Deputy DPW Director 

C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Garry Maxton, Attorney for PNC Bank stated the bank has a mortgage on the property, 

there was a foreclosure that is in redemption and will expire on October 27th. At that time, 

we can take possession of the property. He have taken bids for getting the property cleaned 

up and selling the vacant land however, that will be up to HUD.  

D. PRESENTATON:  THE BUILDING OFFICIAL WILL GIVE A PRESENTATION ON EACH 

PROPERTY AS THEY COME UP. 

Dave Martinez stated this property has been through a pretty serious fire. It is a hazard and 

dangerous to the community. I recommend option #1 of the demolition process, immediate 

demolition.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Motion for Immediate Demolition of 2118 James, with DPW given authorization to 

request sealed bids and the structure to be razed within the thirty (30) days of 

Burton City Council’s acceptance of the low bid and the City Attorney’s approval of 

the contract documents for execution of a contract with the Mayor and Clerk. 

 

Mr. Fenner asked if there was insurance on the property.  

 

Mr. Maxton stated he believes an insurance claim has been made but does not know 

the status of the claim.  
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Mrs. Abbey stated the Fire Department has not been informed of an insurance claim. 

The fire was over a year ago and we would've had the money by now.  

 

Mr. Smith stated if we demo this and pay for it, what happens?  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated we will charge it to the property owner. This essentially will be 

PNC Bank when they foreclose in a couple of weeks. It sounds like she has walked 

away from the property.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated the bank plans on demolishing this property themselves and 

selling the vacant land. Could we go with option # 3 giving them 90 days. This way, 

it would come off our bill.  

 

Mr. Hull stated regardless if there is insurance, we demo it and bill the bank for the 

cost of the demo.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, right. We always charge the property owner. We don't always get 

the money back.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated it seems to me that we should give them the 90 days and try to 

save us the money. It's a gamble if we get the money back.  

 

Discussion continued about immediate demolition versus allowing an additional 90 

days.  

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Conley, Hull, Hickson 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:08 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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  Prepared By: Katie Malin 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5489) DOC ID: 5489  

THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING 
ANY COMMENTS TO THE DEMOLITION UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT:  2118 James St, Parcel ID # 59-29-
555-025 at 6:00 p.m. 

RESOLUTION:  APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE the Standard Resolution for Step V of the Burton 

City Demolition Procedure, determining said premises at 2118 James St, Parcel #59-29-

555-025 to be a public nuisance or hazard and to further require the owner(s) or 

occupant(s) to: 

 

1. Immediate Demolition, with DPW given authorization to request sealed bids and the 

Structure to be razed within the thirty (30) days of Burton City Council’s acceptance of the 

low bid and the City Attorney’s approval of the contract documents for execution of a 

contract with the Mayor and Clerk, or 

 

2. *Alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with a Building Permit within 

____________days, or 

 

3. *Abate(tear down) the structure to Burton City Code with a Demolition Permit with 

______________days, or 

 

4. Postpone any further action for ____________days, based on the following 

circumstances: 

 

The Burton City Council is to select one (1) of the above orders.  The Department of Public 

Works recommends the immediate demolition, contingent upon Burton City Council’s 

acceptance of the low bid. 

 

*The Department of Public Works is hereby given the authority to demolish the structure(s) 

upon failure to comply with the Building Permit or Demolition Permit. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Fenner asked if there was insurance on the property.  

 

Mr. Maxton stated he believes an insurance claim has been made but does not know the 

status of the claim.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated the Fire Department has not been informed of an insurance claim. The 

fire was over a year ago and we would've had the money by now.  

 

Mr. Smith stated if we demo this and pay for it, what happens?  

 

E.1
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Mrs. Abbey stated we will charge it to the property owner. This essentially will be PNC Bank 

when they foreclose in a couple of weeks. It sounds like she has walked away from the 

property.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated the bank plans on demolishing this property themselves and selling the 

vacant land. Could we go with option # 3 giving them 90 days. This way, it would come off 

our bill.  

 

Mr. Hull stated regardless if there is insurance, we demo it and bill the bank for the cost of 

the demo.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, right. We always charge the property owner. We don't always get the 

money back.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated it seems to me that we should give them the 90 days and try to save us 

the money. It's a gamble if we get the money back.  

 

Discussion continued about immediate demolition versus allowing an additional 90 days.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Demolition Packet (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Vice President 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Conley, Hull, Hickson 
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Demolition Packet 

2118 James St. 

September 19, 2022 

At 

6:00 p.m. 
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