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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 6:30 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Danny Wells Councilman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Deborah K Walton Councilwoman Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Duane Haskins, Mayor 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Charles Abbey, DPW Director/HR 

Amber Abbey, Deputy DPW Director 

Dave Martinez, Building Official 

C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Brandon Freeland of 6076 Lapeer Road stated he has been working on the house for almost 

two years. It took five 40 yard dumpsters to get the garbage out. I had to buy another 40 

yard dumpster to gut the house. I didn't know the house was as bad as it was. Every floor 

board had to be replaced, the living room was gutted and turned into a cathedral, I put a 

metal roof on which is 80% complete. I didn't order enough material. I have about half of 

the house wired. The yard is clean. I work a full time job. When the pandemic hit, no one 

was allowed to leave their house for almost a year. When I went back to work, I was 

working 84 hours a week and had no time to do anything but work. I worked from 7:00AM 

until 7:00PM. I have spent all my money on the materials. I have windows, siding and all 

the plumbing. I want to finish the house.  

 

Cheryl Ross of 6080 Lapeer Road stated she lives next door to this house. I see and hear 

everything that goes on here. She expressed concerns regarding the owner harvesting 

marijuana in the garage. The owner came to check on the property all through the 

pandemic. When Burton shut him down last fall, he didn't return until he was sure no one 

would check on him again. When I spoke to Amber Abbey on June 18th, she told me he had 

received a letter. On June 19th, there were seven or eight people there harvesting until 

1:00AM. I believe when he first started, he was renting space to people because different 

cars were coming and bringing stuff to the house. To me, this is just a front to be able to 

grow pot. He does not live there. I had to call the police a few weeks ago on a Friday night. 

They had been there since 3:20PM and did nothing. At 10:00PM, they decided to start 
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sawing and hammering. He told the police he had all his permits and Burton told me he is 

working with no permits.  

D. PRESENTATON:  THE BUILDING OFFICIAL WILL GIVE A PRESENTATION ON THE 

PROPERTY. 

Mrs. Abbey stated when we sold the property in September of 2019 as a tax reverted 

property, we were aware that the property was in bad condition. Because of this, we 

required a $10,000 performance bond as part of the purchase agreement. This was the only 

one we required this on. Mr. Freeland was aware of the bond and the condition of the 

building. He was confident that he could make the repairs in a timely fashion. Part of the 

purchase agreement was that repairs had to be done within 90 days and an inspection done 

within 10 days. He did schedule an inspection on September 5, 2019. He was given a list of 

repairs and informed he needed a building permit. It took him almost a month to pull the 

building permit. After that, the city was very friendly with the time frames. Due to the 

pandemic, building was shut down from March until May. It took us until June 17, 2020 to 

send him a certified letter reminding him of the time frame and asking for a progress 

inspection. He did respond and let us in to have a progress inspection. At that time, the 

Building Official found that someone was using the pole barn to grow marijuana. Mr. 

Freelend stated he rented out the space to someone and did not have access to it. We told 

him that he cannot do that. This is not a business. It is a residential property and as long as 

the house is unoccupiable, the pole barn cannot be used. You also cannot rent out space to 

somebody even if the house was occupiable. We made that very clear to him. At that time, 

everything was removed from the garage. A 30-day progress was also required. A few 

months went by and we had to send another letter reminding him of the condition that was 

put on it. The Building Official went to the property in September of 2020 and he had made 

some progress and that is where it stopped. No progress has been mad in almost a year. 

According to the neighbor, it appears they are still using the pole barn or have started using 

the pole barn once again, without approval from our department or any type of occupancy 

on the home. In June of 2021, we sent a final letter informing the owner we are done 

working with him and will be referring the property to City Council for demolition. Mr. 

Freeland then came in and said he planned to do the roof that weekend. This was on June 

18th and as of now, the roof is still not complete. The city has worked with Mr. Freelend for 

over two years trying to get this building in some type of occupiable condition. We have not 

had any success and that is why we are here today. The Building Official is here to go over 

the building conditions.  

 

Mr. Martinez stated on September 21, 2020, I visited the home. It was fully cleaned out, 

stripped down and ready to start rebuilding. Interior and exterior walls were rebuilt and the 

floor was stabilized. At that time, he had no permits for mechanical, electrical or plumbing. 

We were willing to work with that. I don't believe he has these permits as of today. Progress 

is not far enough along for the trades to be inspected. The steel roofing has been sitting on 

a trailer for quite some time. I don't believe any of the windows have been changed out yet 

and no new siding has been added to the home. Progress on the roof only began after we 

made him aware that we were moving forward with the demolition process.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

Mr. Martinbianco asked Mr. Martinez for his opinion about the structural condition of the 

home.  

 

Mr. Martinez stated I believe it is in stable condition right now.  

 

Mr. Martibinaco stated the owner indicated he used four to five dumpsters to clean out the 

home. Was it cleaned out to your satisfaction?  
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Mr. Martinez stated the prior occupant of the home was somewhat of a hoarder and left 

belongings in the interior as well as junk and debris around the exterior of the home. It 

would have taken a little bit of work to get it cleaned up before he could get started with 

any type of progress on the home.  

 

Mr. Fenner asked if there have been permits issued by the DPW for the current work that is 

being done on the home.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, no. The permit expired in March of 2021 just prior to us sending the letter. 

We have denied any type of renewal at this point until the council meeting.  

 

Mr. Fenner asked, any work that has been done since that notice has been done without a 

permit?  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, that is correct.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated the last time or second to last time the property was mowed, we had to 

send someone out to take care of that property. Is that correct? 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated the Code Enforcement Officer had a junk and debris complaint there in 

June of 2021 and a lawn mowing complaint in July of 2021. We mowed the lawn in July. We 

also had a lawn mowing complaint on June 15, 2021 but the grass wasn't quite 10 inches at 

that time, so we did not mow and it must have been done by the property owner.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated the property hasn't really been kept up. Did the property owner admit to 

using the pole barn?  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated that was the first time in June of 2020. I guess you would have to ask 

him that question. I will say that on July 13, 2021, I spoke to the Attorney and made 

reference to the violation of the pole barn and the owner said, "so we have to get 

everything out of the pole barn?" and I said, "yes". He never said that they were specifically 

using it for that.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated they are not supposed to be using it for anything until the house is 

occupiable.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, that is correct.  

 

Mr. Fenner stated I am looking at the address where we sent the certified mail. It is not this 

address. It is to an address on Vassar Road. Would that be his residence?  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated that is his mailing address. We assume he lives there.  

 

Mr. Wells stated we are not in the business of tearing down houses in the City of Burton. We 

go along with people and try to help them out for years and years and it never gets done. 

Then, the neighbors speak up and want to know what we are doing about the blight. It 

always comes back to us. We have talked about this before, we can't keep wasting our 

time. When we give people 30-60 days, they need to do something in 30-60 days, not two 

years.  

1. 6076 Lapeer Rd: Approve and Authorize Immediate Demolition, with DPW given 

authorization to request sealed bids and the structure to be razed within the thirty 

(30) days of Burton City Council’s acceptance of the low bid and the City Attorney’s 

approval of the contract documents for execution of a contract with the Mayor and 

Clerk. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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 Burton City Council Meeting: 08/16/21 06:30 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Department of Public Works 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Public Hearing 
  Prepared By: Amber Abbey 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 5179) DOC ID: 5179 A 

THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING 
ANY COMMENTS TO THE DEMOLITION UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT: 6076 Lapeer Rd., Parcel ID # 59-
13-503-005 at 6:30 p.m. 

RESOLUTION:  APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE the Standard Resolution for Step V of the Burton 

City Demolition Procedure, determining said premises at 6076 Lapeer Rd., Parcel ID # 59-

13-503-005 to be a public nuisance or hazard and to further require the owner(s) or 

occupant(s) to: 

 

1. Immediate Demolition, with DPW given authorization to request sealed bids and the 

Structure to be razed within the thirty (30) days of Burton City Council’s acceptance of the 

low bid and the City Attorney’s approval of the contract documents for execution of a 

contract with the Mayor and Clerk, or 

 

2. *Alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with a Building Permit within 

____________days, or 

 

3. *Abate(tear down) the structure to Burton City Code with a Demolition Permit with 

______________days, or 

 

4. Postpone any further action for ____________days, based on the following 

circumstances: 

 

The Burton City Council is to select one (1) of the above orders.  The Department of Public 

Works recommends the immediate demolition, contingent upon Burton City Council’s 

acceptance of the low bid. 

 

*The Department of Public Works is hereby given the authority to demolish the structure(s) 

upon failure to comply with the Building Permit or Demolition Permit. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Demolition Packet (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Vice President 

SECONDER: Deborah K Walton, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Heffner, Wells, Smith, Fenner, Walton, Conley 
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