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This meeting was opened by Chairwoman Ellen Ellenburg at 5:35 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner Councilman Present  

Ellen Ellenburg Chairwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Amanda Doyle, Attorney  Marvin Epperson, Fire Chief 

Rik Hayman, Chief of Staff  Teresa Karsney, Clerk 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Legislative Committee - Special Meeting - Aug 18, 2014 6:00 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steven Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 

D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None 

E. COUNCIL DISCUSSION  

1. Review and recommendation on the Storm Water Ordinance. 

Mrs. Ellenburg stated that these are two separate ordinances and they both need to 

be approved.  Attorney Amanda Doyle will let the committee know what each 

ordinance is about.  If and when it is recommended to go to the City Council it will 

have to be on the agenda as two separate ordinances. 

 

Attorney Doyle explained the first storm water ordinance is to enforce stormwater 

quantity and quality on private development.  The City currently has a storm water 

ordinance in place now, it speaks too inflow and infiltration of storm water into the 

sanitary sewers and storm water sewers.  Our current ordinance is no where as 

detailed as these two are that were provided.   
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This ordinance is to regulate storm water control; to provide for storm water permits 

and for payment or reimbursement of cost incurred by the municipality due to storm 

water permits; and to provide penalties for the violations. 

 

Attorney Doyle stated the second ordinance gives the city authority to prohibit non-

storm water discharges into your system.  The purpose of this ordinance is to 

provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Burton through 

the regulation of non-storm water discharges to the storm drainage system to the 

maximum extent practicable as required by federal and state law. This ordinance 

establishes methods for controlling the induction of pollutants into the municipal 

separate storm sewer system in order to comply with requirements of the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit process.  The objectives of this are to 

regulate the contribution of pollutants to the municipal separate storm sewer system 

by stormwater discharges by any user.  To prohibit Illicit connections and discharge 

to the municipal separate storm sewer system.  Also to establish legal authority to 

carry out all inspections, surveillance and monitoring procedures necessary to ensure 

compliance with the ordinance.   

 

Mr Heffner asked if these ordinances refer to residents sump pumps.  

 

Attorney Doyle stated these are for business, strip malls, subdivisions. 

 

Mrs. Ellenburg asked if we didn't pass these ordinances what would happen.   

 

Attorney Doyle said we may not be able to apply for certain grants.   

 

Motion to approve recommendation of both ordinances to the City Council for 

approval as two separate ordinances.   

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steven Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 
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This meeting was opened by Chairwoman Ellen Ellenburg at 6:00 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Present  

Steve Heffner Councilman Present  

Ellen Ellenburg Chairwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

T. Karsney, City Clerk  R. Austin, City Attorney 

A. Doyle, City Attorney 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Legislative Committee - Special Meeting - Jul 22, 2014 6:00 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steve Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 

D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Jessica Earns of Burton told council about how the neighbor’s dog attacked her dog and that 

she feels this ordinance is a good idea.   

Judith Estes of Burton stated that her neighbor’s pit bull came over her fence and now she 

is paying to put up a taller fence to keep their dog in.  She wants to know if she can bungee 

cord the fence to their chain link fence.   

E. COUNCIL DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. 

1. Discussion on Vicious Dog Ordinance 2014-8-133.06 

Mr. O’Keefe asked Mr. Austin to let Ms. Estes know if she could bungee cord the 

fence up. 

 

Mr. Austin stated that he didn’t think the City would allow that and that she would 

have to contact Amber Abbey in the Building Department. 

 

 

 

C.1

Packet Pg. 3

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

u
g

 1
8,

 2
01

4 
6:

00
 P

M
  (

A
p

p
ro

va
l o

f 
M

in
u

te
s)



Minutes Burton Legislative Committee August 18, 2014 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 8/19/2014 10:40 AM Page 2   

Mr. O’Keefe stated he is a dog person.  Dog owners in Burton need to be responsible 

for their dogs.  He passed out the article about the jogger that was killed in 

Metamora.  The City needs to get tuff on the matter.  He felt that Mr. Austin did a 

great job on writing this ordinance.  

 

Mr. Heffner also felt the ordinance was well written and not breed specific.  Mr. 

Heffner would like to remove the words  "or code enforcement officer" from 

paragraph D section 1 and 2.  Everyone was in agreement with that amendment.     

2. To approve Ordinance 2014-8-133.06 and refer it to City Council forFirst Reading on 

the August 18, 2014 meeting as amended. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steve Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 

3. Discussion on Panhandling Ordinance 144.09 

4. Motion to table this item until a later date. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Heffner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 

5. Discussion on Disorderly Ordinance 144.08 

Mr. Austin described why this revision to this ordinance came about.  He would like 

this new ordinance to replace the current one. 

 

Mr. O’Keefe asked if we don’t pass a Panhandling ordinance with Flint Township then 

can we use this Disorderly conduct ordinance if people are blocking traffic or 

knocking on your car window for money. 

  
Mr. Austin stated yes, you could use this ordinance for the matter. 

 

Mr. Heffner asked Mr. Austin to explain item B section 5.  He asked if a person was 

just out for a late night walk would they be arrested for that. He stated that we don’t 

want to be stepping on people’s rights. 

 

Mr. Austin stated no.   

 

Mrs. Ellenburg stated that if someone in the Neighborhood Watch called the police at 

least the police could come out and check these people out if they were wandering 

around in the middle of the night.   

6. Motion to refer this Disorderly Ordinance 144.08 to City Council for First Reading on 

September 2, 2014. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steve Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg 
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 Burton Legislative Committee Meeting: 12/15/14 05:30 PM 
 4303 S. Center Rd. Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Discussion 
  Prepared By: Teresa M. Karsney 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Teresa M. Karsney 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 1301) DOC ID: 1301  

Review and recommendation on the Storm Water Ordinance. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Storm Water #1 (PDF) 

 Storm Water #2 (PDF) 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Steven Heffner, Councilman 

AYES: Dennis O'Keefe, Steven Heffner, Ellen Ellenburg 
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