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This meeting was opened by Commissioner Steve Coates at 8:40 AM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Joey Richvalsky Chairman Absent  

Steve Coates Commissioner Present  

James Paulus Commissioner Present  

Pat Gilmore Commissioner Excused  

Gregory Fenner Commissioner Present  

Larry Stapleton Commissioner Present  

Laurie Moncrieff Commissioner Excused  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Rik Hayman, Chief of Staff  Ginger Burke-Miller, Controller 

Doug Bingaman, Treasurer  Sue Warren, Human Resources 

Teresa Karsney, Clerk 

C. MINUTES 

1. Downtown Development Authority - Regular Meeting - Nov 17, 2014 8:30 AM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: James Paulus, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Gregory Fenner, Commissioner 

AYES: Coates, Paulus, Fenner, Stapleton 

ABSENT: Richvalsky 

EXCUSED: Gilmore, Moncrieff 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

1. Administration Memos 

Mr. Hayman read thru the Mayors administrative report. 

 

Mr. Fenner asked what the difference was between a levied DDA compared to a 

captured DDA.  Are we losing money because we are a levied DDA. 

 

Mr. Hayman stated he will get the answer to this. 
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Mr. Bingaman stated the DDA is levied.  This is how the DDA was set up and 

everyone in that district pays that mileage.  When you are a capture DDA,  you are 

capturing off all the mileages on the tax bills that are just in the DDA district.   

 

Mr.  Stapleton asked Mr. Bingaman how we change it if we decide to? 

 

Mr. Bingaman stated he believes it would have to go to a vote of the people.  If it 

doesn't pass then we no longer have a DDA.  He said you would have to check with 

an attorney to see if we could just change it.   

E. BOARD DISUCSSION/ACTION 

1. DDA Visioning Plan 

Mr. Coates stated the DDA Visioning Plan was presented to the City Council on 

December 1, 2014.  Mr. Coates and Mr. Richvalsky was present at the City Council 

meeting when this was presented to them.  Seems like all the council was on board 

except Mr. Heffner who thought we needed to have more meetings with the public 

on the South end of town.  Mr. Coates had a discussion with him and one suggestion 

was to have a meeting with the City of Burton neighborhood watch group.   

 

It was suggested by Mr. Fenner to have the DDA Visioning Plan put on the January 5, 

2015 agenda for the City Council to accept.  Mr. Fenner suggested the DDA members 

contact the City Council people to see if they have any questions about the plan.   

 

Mr. Stapleton asked why the DDA plan has to be accepted by the City Council.   

 

Mr. Hayman stated he knew it was the process but he didn't know why? 

2. Any other business that comes before the board 

Mr. Coates stated that Mr. Patterson has moved from the district and needs to be 

removed.  He has been talking with other businesses in the area to see if any of 

them would like to be on the board.   

 

Mr. Coates has a concern about the new City Website.  He said Mr. Fenner's term is 

expired.   

 

Mrs. Karsney will check into the matter.   

 

Mr. Hayman said the Mayor's office has received Mr. Patterson resignation's and he 

will be moved before the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Fenner stated that once the DDA Visioning plan gets approved that they should 

start to think about a logo for the DDA. 

 

Mr. Coates asked Mr. Stapleton if he could get some prices and designs on a DDA 

logo.   

 

Mr. Stapleton stated he would get a quote and start to work on  the design.  He 

would look at some of the designs from other DDA in the area. 

 

Mr. Fenner talked about putting a logo on signs that say, now entering Burton 

Downtown Development District. 
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Mr. Stapleton asked about the why the Christmas decoration don't turn off during the 

day.  He thought we were going to repair them before they went up.  He would like 

to see the eye's changed in the christmas decorations so they turn off during the 

day.  Feels since the DDA is paying for the electric to run them we should be able to 

get these repaired. 

 

Mr. Hayman stated that when they are taken down he will have maintenance do 

those repairs then.  

 

Mr. Coates stated he liked how the minutes are more detailed and thanked the Clerk.   
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This meeting was opened by Commissioner Steve Coates at 8:40 AM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Joey Richvalsky Chairman Absent  

Steve Coates Commissioner Present  

James Paulus Commissioner Absent  

Pat Gilmore Commissioner Absent  

Gregory Fenner Commissioner Present  

Larry Stapleton Commissioner Present  

Laurie Moncrieff Commissioner Present  

Bob Patterson Commissioner Absent  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Lisa Easterwood, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering, Inc. 

Rik Hayman, Chief of Staff 

Teresa Karsney, City Clerk 

C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None 

D. MINUTES 

1. Downtown Development Authority - Regular Meeting - Jun 16, 2014 8:30 AM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Laurie Moncrieff, Commissioner 

AYES: Coates, Fenner, Stapleton, Moncrieff 

ABSENT: Richvalsky, Paulus, Gilmore, Patterson 

2. Downtown Development Authority - Special Meeting - Nov 3, 2014 8:30 AM 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Laurie Moncrieff, Commissioner 

AYES: Coates, Fenner, Stapleton, Moncrieff 

ABSENT: Richvalsky, Paulus, Gilmore, Patterson 

3. Downtown Development Authority - Regular Meeting - Oct 20, 2014 8:30 AM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Laurie Moncrieff, Commissioner 

AYES: Coates, Fenner, Stapleton, Moncrieff 

ABSENT: Richvalsky, Paulus, Gilmore, Patterson 

E. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

The board asked if they could get some answers to the following questions. 

 
1. An updated controller Report (Last statement was thru September). 

 

2. Update on the Poles on South Saginaw. 

 

3. When the Christmas decorations will be going up. 

 

4. The trees that were replaced. Property owners were to pay for trees, how is the DDA 

getting the money back.  Was it added to the residents taxes? 

 

5. DDA Funding - was not listed on Genesee County Mileages why? 

F. BOARD RECOMMENDATION AND/OR ACTION 

1. To recommend to City Council  the Downtown Development Visioning Plan and Guide 

Book for approval. 

Lisa Easterwood from Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. Asked if any members 

of the board have any questions about the DDA Visioning Plan and Guide Book.   

 

Rik Hayman stated that the DDA Visioning Plan was available in the Clerk's office for 

over thirty days.   

 

Mr. Fenner had questions about the curb cuts for Ms. Easterwood.  On the entries on 

to Saginaw you left all the roads open for right turns or left turns.  Doesn't this cause 

pedestrian-car problems.  We are only 100 feet apart on streets with adding the 

boulevard and cutting down on vision,  Wouldn't it be better to close off some of 

those streets so they would have to come out at the light to make the left turn.  An 

adding the extra signal lights wouldn't it be better to close those streets and have 

them come out at light.   

 

Ms. Easterwood got the impression that you didn't want those streets closed off 

because there might be opposition from the resident and business owners. 

 

Mr. Fenner is just suggesting that this is an opinion.  Wouldn't it be safer for a 

pedestrian so they don't have to continue to cross another street every 100 feet?  
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Ms Easterwood thinks there should be proper sidewalks (ADA accessible) along 

Saginaw Street. 

 

Mr. Fenner stated isn't that why we are doing the plan so we can apply for grants to 

make our Downtown District accessible.   

 

Ms. Easterwood stated the traffic calming is the best way to slow traffic down to see 

the businesses we have in Burton.  Also it is best for pedestrian's safety.  It would be 

best if we conducted a traffic study. 

 

Mr. Coates asked who would pay for the traffic study? 

 

Mr. Hayman stated we can get some of the information from Genesee County 

Planning Commission because they have already conducted some studies. 

 

Ms. Easterwood we would need true up to date counts. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gregory Fenner, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Larry Stapleton, Commissioner 

AYES: Coates, Fenner, Stapleton, Moncrieff 

ABSENT: Richvalsky, Paulus, Gilmore, Patterson 

2. 1265 : Other Business. 

None at this time. 

C.1

Packet Pg. 6

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
N

o
v 

17
, 2

01
4 

8:
30

 A
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s)



  

Updated: 12/12/2014 1:02 PM by Teresa M. Karsney  Page 1 

 Burton Downtown Development Authority Meeting: 12/15/14 08:30 AM 
  Department: Clerk's Office 
 ,    Category: Discussion 
  Prepared By: Teresa M. Karsney 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Teresa M. Karsney 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 1314) DOC ID: 1314  

Administration Memos 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Tree Memo (PDF) 

 Rev-Exp 11-30-14 (PDF) 

 Mayor DDA letter (DOCX) 
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From:  Mayor Zelenko 

To:  DDA Board 

RE:  DDA Administrative Report / Response 

 

Monday, December 15, 2014 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Included in your packets you will find a Memo from the controller explaining the invoice dates 
and payment dates regarding the replacement of trees and the latest Expenditure and Revenue 
Report.  

The Christmas decorations had to be rebuilt and that is the reason for the delay of installation, 
but were all installed prior to the Christmas Parade.  

In regards to the Back to the Bricks banner poles on S. Saginaw, we are still waiting for status 
report meetings with Consumers Energy and our water division regarding repair schedules so 
we can better pin point an expected date for installation. 

Our DDA funding is levied not captured, thus the reason you do not see Burton’s DDA on 
millage proposals. 

Thank you for all the work on the DDA Visioning plan and for attending the City Council 
meeting.  We still have some work to do in convincing the City Council to approve the plan.  
Having stated that, I have spoken to various members of the community in the south end and 
of the folks I have reached out to are all in support of the concept of the plan. 

Thank You. 
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DDA Visioning Plan 
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