
 

 

CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2019 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Regular Meeting 5:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 4/10/2019 2:22 PM Page 1   

This meeting was opened by Chairperson Deb Walton at 5:00 PM. 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. Burge recognized the passing of Jackie Beutler's mother with a moment of silence.   

B. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Kevin Burge Vice Chair Present  

Mary Ann White Commissioner Present  

Tom Gorang Commissioner Excused  

Deb Walton Chairperson Present  

John Benthall Commissioner Present  

Kris Johns Commissioner Present  

Robert Johnson Commissioner Excused  

C. STAFF PRESENT 

Amber Abbey, Planning/Zoning Superintendent 

Racheal Boggs, Deputy Clerk 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Planning Commission - Regular Meeting - Mar 12, 2019 5:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Benthall, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Kevin Burge, Vice Chair 

AYES: Smith, Burge, White, Walton, Benthall, Johns 

EXCUSED: Gorang, Johnson 

E. SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. SPR #19-07 

 

By: Mike Wizynajtys 

3487 S. Linden Rd.  

Flint, MI 48507 
 

Re: Vacant Parcel on Belsay Rd. Burton, MI 48509 
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59-14-526-037 
 

For: Proposed storage facility development  
 

 

Mike Wizynajtys is the developer and civil engineer for this project. This is 15 acres 

of property at the southwest corner of Belsay Road.  It is zoned C-2. Our intention is 

to develop a storage facility here. There will be a green barrier and security fence 

with slats in it as protection for the neighboring residents. We would also like to deed 

some of the green belt on the back side of the property to the neighbors because we 

have more land than we need there.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated the applicant came to the office with a full site plan. He also has to 

go in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). If you feel comfortable approving 

this tonight it will need to be with the contingency of ZBA approval. The property has 

been undeveloped for many years. There has not been many inquiries about the 

space so this development would be great for the city. We did speak about the green 

buffer between this property and the adjoining property owners as well as a 

screened fence. He has met all of the requirements. As far as deeding land to 

neighboring properties, this is not something we are comfortable with. We are 

unsure if the neighbors would even want the property. We would prefer he keep the 

property and be responsible for the maintenance of the trees. The site plan looks 

good so we recommend approval contingent upon ZBA approval of the use.  

 

Mr. Burge would like to know if there will be a shield on the back of the light so it 

doesn't bother the adjoining residents. 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated they will use full cut down lights so the light will shine in a 

downward direction.  We have a storage facility in Grand Blanc Township on Baldwin 

Road and we did the same thing there. We want it to be secure and have lighting in 

and around the doors for our customers but we do not want to create issues for 

those around us. We want to be good neighbors.  With the fencing and the trees we 

plan to put into place, I think it will even help with the existing freeway noise for the 

neighbors there.   

 

Mr. Burge stated this is a great project for this area. What is your plan to keep the 

dust and dirt under control during development? 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated this is part of the soil erosion control permit issued by the 

Genesee County Drain Commissioner's office. I am very familiar with this because we 

have done many projects in the past. We have to comply and we intend to comply 

with it. 

 

Mr. Burge stated the tree line and the privacy fence are great. I am glad you are 

thinking of the residents. I would like to see this approved. In terms of deeding the 

property, which will raise assessments, I don't want anything to do with that.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated if this part of the plan doesn't work for you, we will be happy 

to keep the property and maintain the berm ourselves.  

 

Ms. White agrees with Mr. Burge about not deeding the property to the residents. 

What is your plan for outside parking and storage? 
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Mr. Wizynajtys stated the idea is to only allow people to park RV's, boats and 

vehicles there. We don't want it to look ugly. Only nice, neat things will be parked 

there.  

 

Mr. Smith stated he agrees with the other commission members about the deeding 

of the property. Otherwise, I am fine with this.  

 

Mrs. Walton asked how many storage facilities they currently own and if there will be 

a separate driveway going in there.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated he only owns one facility but this will be the third he has 

developed. The curb cut will be shared with the restaurant there but separated as 

much as possible.  

 

Mrs. Walton asked if there will be an entrance to the business from Court Street. 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys said, no.  

 

Mr. Burge asked about the owner of the property.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated his decision to purchase this property from the current owner 

is contingent upon the approval of this project.  

 

Mr. Burge would like to make a motion to approve this site plan with the following 

contingencies: eliminating the deeding of land to adjoining property owners and 

approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals on May 16, 2019. 

RESULT: CARRIED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kevin Burge, Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Smith, Burge, White, Walton, Benthall, Johns 

EXCUSED: Gorang, Johnson 

 

F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None. 

G. BOARD DISCUSSION 

Mrs. Abbey stated there are some training opportunities if anyone is interested. Rowe 
Engineering has a free training on Tuesday, April 23rd from 7:00PM-9:00PM. The topics 

include The Right to Farm Act and site plan reviews and developments. If you are 

interested, I will email the information to you. Another training opportunity I have is for the 

Spring Institute through the Michigan Association of Planning. We have enough money in 

the budget to take two of you, if anyone is interested. It is a one day training on Thursday, 

April 25th from 8:30 AM-4:30 PM in Lansing. I will need a decision tonight on who would 

like to go so we can get you signed up. The topics being discussed are the art and science of 

planning and data and recreational marijuana in Michigan. There will also be other 

presentations and keynote speakers.  
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The Planning Commission decided to have Mr. Smith and Mr. Johns go to the training.  

 

Mrs. Abbey provided the following updates: 

 

 I am hoping to have some kind of summary from the State of Michigan workgroup I 

was a part of for recreational marijuana. We are in good shape because we already 

have an ordinance for medical marijuana. We talked about having a work group for 

this which will be a public meeting and should be done at night so the public can 

attend. I will keep you updated as I receive more information.  

 

 The medical facility at 2065 South Center Road is having their Grand Opening this 

Friday, April 12th at 12:00. Everyone is invited.   

 

 AEY Capital has officially pulled their application for special use for the Elwood's 

property. If they decide to pursue a special use with this or any other property, they 

will have to reapply.   

 

 I have the right of way plans for Genesee Road for the General Motors property with 

me tonight for you to look at. Davison Road is not complete due to some 

infrastructure issues. Genesee Road includes a bypass lane near the entrance as well 

as a de-acceleration lane going southbound. I can answer your questions and if there 

is anything I need to forward to the engineers, I can do that.  

 

  

Mr. Burge asked if we have an inspector come out to a property when we have projects 

being done like the storage unit tonight. The dust and mud have been an issue in the past 

with other projects. 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated we do investigate these. In the most recent project, the DEQ gave the 

opinion that they were doing all they could at the time based on the weather conditions. 

They had two watering trucks working full time but because of the amount of dirt they had 

exposed it was difficult to keep the dust down. 

 

Mrs. Walton would like to know the protocol for Planning Members going to City Council 

meetings to speak on projects that we have voted on in Planning Meetings. I feel once we 

vote here, we are done. I am confident that City Council will do what they need to do and 

Mr. Smith will answer any questions they may have.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated you have every right to attend any meeting you so chose to represent 

your board. You should feel comfortable that Mr. Smith is the Council Representative on the 

Planning Commission and he presents this boards opinion to the council for you. So, it's not 

necessary for you to go but you can if you want to. If you say you are representing the 

Planning Commission and you give false information, that is not a good idea but if you are 

giving your own opinion or an explanation of why you voted a certain way, that's fine. 

 THE NEXT REGULAR SCHEDULED PLANNING MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MAY 14, 

2019 @ 5:00 PM. 

 Agendas and minutes may be found at www.burtonmi.gov 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 



 

 

CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MARCH 12, 2019 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Regular Meeting 5:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 3/18/2019 4:11 PM Page 1   

This meeting was opened by Chairperson Deb Walton at 5:00 PM. 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Vaughn Smith Councilman Excused  

Kevin Burge Vice Chair Present  

Mary Ann White Commissioner Excused  

Tom Gorang Commissioner Excused  

Deb Walton Chairperson Present  

John Benthall Commissioner Present  

Kris Johns Commissioner Present  

Robert Johnson Commissioner Present  

C. STAFF PRESENT 

Amber Abbey, Planning/Zoning Superintendent 

Racheal Boggs, Deputy Clerk 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Planning Commission - Regular Meeting - Jan 8, 2019 5:00 PM 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Johnson, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Kevin Burge, Vice Chair 

AYES: Burge, Walton, Benthall, Johns, Johnson 

EXCUSED: Smith, White, Gorang 

E. PUBLIC HEARING 

1. SPR #19-03 / ZC#324 

 

By: Ronald James  

3189 Carr St.  

Flint, MI 48506 

 

Re: 4274 Davison Rd. Burton, MI 48509 
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59-10-200-001 

 

For: Zoning change from R-1B, Single Family Residential to M-1, Light Industrial 
 

 

Ronald James of Flint states his is the only property within a mile that is zoned R-1.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated by changing this zoning it is not going to spot-zone anything. 

Additionally, the ZBA has approved similar uses so the administration recommends 

approval.  

 

Mr. Burge asked if he can do anything he wants within this zoning.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated if they are permitted uses within those zones. 

 

Mr. Burge would like to know the owners intention for this property. 

 

Mr. James stated they would like to do used car sales in addition to detailing. 

 

Mr. Burge asked the administration when they will have to have a paved parking lot. 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated as the property sits today, they are doing car detail. They came 

back to the ZBA to request an auto sales lot. At that time, the ZBA put some 

stipulations on them. They chose not to do the auto sales lot so they never had to 

put the stipulations in. That will go away if the zoning change happens. The variance 

is no longer necessary. They need to have a hard surface for required parking 

spaces. For site plan review, they will have to have it based on the use.  Since we 

are not  considering a use today, we cannot tell them they must put in so many hard 

surface spaces. Today we are talking about all uses permitted within that zone. 

 

Mrs. Walton asked if the applicant will have to come back to the Planning 

Commission.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said, that depends because some things can be done administratively 

however, the Planning Commission can tell me if there is something you would like 

to have included. If they are doing any type of work, they will come before you and 

you can put stipulations on them.  

 

Mr. James stated I shouldn't have had to come here. This should have already been 

rezoned when the rest of the properties were zoned commercial.  

 

Mr. Burge would like to place a stipulation that they have a paved parking lot when it 

comes back to the administration whether it is this owner or a new owner.  

 

Mrs. Abbey said you cannot place stipulations on a re-zoning. 

 

Mr. Johnson stated our business tonight is only for the zoning change; to make a 

recommendation to City Council.  
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RESULT: CARRIED [3 TO 2] 

MOVER: Robert Johnson, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Kris Johns, Commissioner 

AYES: Benthall, Johns, Johnson 

NAYS: Burge, Walton 

EXCUSED: Smith, White, Gorang 

 

F. SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. SPR #19-05 

 

By: Vash Investments Group  

4040 E. Bristol Rd.  

Burton, MI 48519 
 

Re: 4040 E. Bristol Rd. Burton, MI 48519 

59-34-100-044 – C-2 General Business Zone  
 

For: 4 Warehouse Style Self Storage Units – Cold Storage only  
 

 

Bill Clark of Vash Investment Group stated he would like to build a 40 X 120 

warehouse. It will be similar to what we have at the corner of Dort Highway and 

Bristol Road. We are seeking approval to go to the next step.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated last month they were approved by the ZBA to have the self 

storage facility on the site. We have added a sidewalk stipulation; at the road 

frontage. The only other stipulation I would like to include is that the sidewalk be 

included beginning in phase 1 of the project. The administration recommends 

approval.  

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kevin Burge, Vice Chair 

SECONDER: John Benthall, Commissioner 

AYES: Burge, Walton, Benthall, Johns, Johnson 

EXCUSED: Smith, White, Gorang 

 

G. ADMINISTRATIVE SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. SPR #19-01 

 

By: Michael Bully  

4499 Davison Rd.  

Burton, MI 48509 
 

Re: 4499 Davison Rd. Burton, MI 48509 
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For: Additional tenant to an existing auto dealer 
 

 

 

2. SPR #19-02 

 

By: Ray Powell  

1096 N. Center Rd. Suite 131 

Burton, MI 48509 
 

Re: 1096 N. Center Rd. Suite 131 Burton, MI 48509 
 

For: Additional tenant in existing auto wholesale 
 

 

 

3. SPR #19-04 

 

By: Michael Pickard 

5500 Brigham Rd.  

Goodrich, MI 48438 
 

Re: 1423 E. Bristol Rd. Burton, MI 48529 
 

For: Dog Groomer 
 

 

 

H. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

None.  

I. BOARD DISCUSSION 

Mrs. Abbey stated she will keep the board updated in regards to recreational marijuana.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:32 PM. 
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 Burton Planning Commission Meeting: 04/09/19 05:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Department of Public Works 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Site Plan Review 
  Prepared By: Amber Abbey 

 ADOPTED Department Head: Bette Bigsby 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4306) DOC ID: 4306  

SPR #19-07 

By: Mike Wizynajtys 

3487 S. Linden Rd.  

Flint, MI 48507 
 

Re: Vacant Parcel on Belsay Rd. Burton, MI 48509 

59-14-526-037 
 

For: Proposed storage facility development  

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mike Wizynajtys is the developer and civil engineer for this project. This is 15 acres of 

property at the southwest corner of Belsay Road.  It is zoned C-2. Our intention is to 

develop a storage facility here. There will be a green barrier and security fence with slats in 

it as protection for the neighboring residents. We would also like to deed some of the green 

belt on the back side of the property to the neighbors because we have more land than we 

need there.  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated the applicant came to the office with a full site plan. He also has to go in 

front of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). If you feel comfortable approving this tonight it 

will need to be with the contingency of ZBA approval. The property has been undeveloped 

for many years. There has not been many inquiries about the space so this development 

would be great for the city. We did speak about the green buffer between this property and 

the adjoining property owners as well as a screened fence. He has met all of the 

requirements. As far as deeding land to neighboring properties, this is not something we are 

comfortable with. We are unsure if the neighbors would even want the property. We would 

prefer he keep the property and be responsible for the maintenance of the trees. The site 

plan looks good so we recommend approval contingent upon ZBA approval of the use.  

 

Mr. Burge would like to know if there will be a shield on the back of the light so it doesn't 

bother the adjoining residents. 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated they will use full cut down lights so the light will shine in a downward 

direction.  We have a storage facility in Grand Blanc Township on Baldwin Road and we did 

the same thing there. We want it to be secure and have lighting in and around the doors for 

our customers but we do not want to create issues for those around us. We want to be good 

neighbors.  With the fencing and the trees we plan to put into place, I think it will even help 

with the existing freeway noise for the neighbors there.   

 

Mr. Burge stated this is a great project for this area. What is your plan to keep the dust and 

dirt under control during development? 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated this is part of the soil erosion control permit issued by the Genesee 

E.1

Packet Pg. 9



Agenda Item (ID # 4306)  Meeting of April 9, 2019 

Updated: 3/28/2019 1:23 PM by Amber Abbey  Page 2 

County Drain Commissioner's office. I am very familiar with this because we have done 

many projects in the past. We have to comply and we intend to comply with it. 

 

Mr. Burge stated the tree line and the privacy fence are great. I am glad you are thinking of 

the residents. I would like to see this approved. In terms of deeding the property, which will 

raise assessments, I don't want anything to do with that.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated if this part of the plan doesn't work for you, we will be happy to keep 

the property and maintain the berm ourselves.  

 

Ms. White agrees with Mr. Burge about not deeding the property to the residents. What is 

your plan for outside parking and storage? 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated the idea is to only allow people to park RV's, boats and vehicles there. 

We don't want it to look ugly. Only nice, neat things will be parked there.  

 

Mr. Smith stated he agrees with the other commission members about the deeding of the 

property. Otherwise, I am fine with this.  

 

Mrs. Walton asked how many storage facilities they currently own and if there will be a 

separate driveway going in there.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated he only owns one facility but this will be the third he has developed. 

The curb cut will be shared with the restaurant there but separated as much as possible.  

 

Mrs. Walton asked if there will be an entrance to the business from Court Street. 

 

Mr. Wizynajtys said, no.  

 

Mr. Burge asked about the owner of the property.  

 

Mr. Wizynajtys stated his decision to purchase this property from the current owner is 

contingent upon the approval of this project.  

 

Mr. Burge would like to make a motion to approve this site plan with the following 

contingencies: eliminating the deeding of land to adjoining property owners and approval by 

the Zoning Board of Appeals on May 16, 2019. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Back up 19-06 (PDF) 
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RESULT: CARRIED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kevin Burge, Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Vaughn Smith, Councilman 

AYES: Smith, Burge, White, Walton, Benthall, Johns 

EXCUSED: Tom Gorang, Robert Johnson 
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