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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 5:45 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Remote  

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Remote  

Steven Heffner President Remote  

Danny Wells Councilman Excused  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Remote  

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present  

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Charles Abbey, DPW Director 

Amber Abbey, Deputy DPW Director 

Dave Martinez, Building Official 

Racheal Boggs, City Clerk 

Steve Phillips, IT Director 

C. PRESENTATON: THE BUILDING OFFICIAL WILL GIVE A PRESENTATION ON EACH 

PROPERTY AS THEY COME UP. 

Mrs. Abbey stated this property was tagged in September of 2019. This is a fairly new one. 

We have received numerous complaints from neighbors regarding the exterior of the home. 

There has been no compliance whatsoever from the property owner.  

 

Mr. Martinez stated the Code Enforcer and I were at the property on October 20, 2020. 

There was no one at the home. We could get into the home but it was a walking path only 

on the inside. There is debris everywhere throughout the home. It is obvious someone is 

staying there. This is a severe hoarding situation. There are household and personal items 

in the home and the refrigerator was working. The yard is full of different items and weeds 

are overgrown. The basement was locked. The exterior is in poor condition. There are three 

exterior out-buildings that are in poor condition. The roofs are caved in. There are personal 

items inside under tarps. There is a junk car in the yard that is buried and sunk in. There 

are lots of down trees, weeds and rubbish everywhere around the home.   

 

Mr. Heffner asked if there is a recommendation from the administration. 

 

Mrs. Abbey stated due to the lack of response from the property owner and the condition of 

the property, we would recommend demolition.  

D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 



Minutes Burton City Council November 17, 2020 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 12/3/2020 3:44 PM Page 2   

None.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING ANY COMMENTS TO THE 

DEMOLITION UNDER CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT:  2173 N. Vassar Rd., Parcel ID # 

59-01-576-034 at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated he recommends immediate demolition. 

 

Mrs. Conley stated she knows this lady has a booth at Collette's. Are we going to 

give her time to get any of her personal items out of the home before the 

demolition?  

 

Mrs. Abbey stated after you make your decision, we send a notice out to let the 

owner know of your decision. Then we typically wait a couple of weeks and start the 

bidding. With the holidays coming up, I would say they will have 30-45 days. 

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated we send certified mail to notify owners that this is coming.  

2. Motion for immediate demolition, with DPW given authorization to request sealed 

bids and the structure to be razed within thirty (30) days of Burton City Council's 

acceptance of the low bid and the City Attorney's approval of the contract documents 

for execution of a contract with the Mayor and Clerk. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

SECONDER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

AYES: Martinbianco, O'Keefe, Heffner, Smith, Fenner, Conley 

EXCUSED: Wells 

3. Reopen Public Hearing at 7:05PM 

Mr. Heffner stated he was informed that the property owner arrived late to the meeting 

and would like the chance to speak. Are there any objections from the council? 

 

City Council has no objections.  

 

Mr. Heffner asked for Mr. Martinbianco's opinion regarding opening the hearing back up 

for the property owner to speak.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco stated we do not have to do this. The time for audience participation 

has passed. They could have filed a complaint with the DPW.  

 

Mr. Heffner stated my concern is that the demo hearing was posted for a certain time 

and that by reopening it, we may be violating the Open Meetings Act. Ms. Boggs, what is 

your opinion?  

 

Ms. Boggs stated I have to agree that we posted the Public Hearing for a certain time 

and the audience was given an opportunity to speak. That time has now lapsed. It is not 

a good idea to reopen the meeting.  
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Mr. Martinbianco stated he agrees.  

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated he concurs with the rest of the group.  

 

Mr. Heffner stated I agree but, I would still like to hear her.  

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated I don't think you can do this officially.  

 

Mr. Heffner stated he spoke with Attorney Doyle and she stated that we can reopen the 

Public Hearing and it will take someone to make a motion to reconsider our action. If 

that passes, we can reconsider it if that is what the council chooses.  

 

Mr. Heffner reopened the 5:45 PM Demo Hearing at 7:05 PM. Is there anyone else who 

would like to speak at this Public Hearing?  

 

Francis Guilding of Burton stated I have cleaned up the debris in the yard. I am not sure 

what the other problems are.  

 

Mr. Martinez stated on October 20th, I visited the property. There is some damage to 

the home on the exterior. It is in poor condition and needs maintenance. There were 

household items and debris everywhere around the exterior. The detached accessory 

building is in very poor condition. There are lots of items in there covered with tarps. 

The roof is caved in and leaking. There are two other small buildings on the property 

that have no value. They are made of a tin structure and falling in. Our overall 

assessment of the property was that it is in poor condition. There are walking paths only 

on the inside of the house. There are safety and fire concerns.  

 

Mrs. Guilding stated she has not been living there and uses the property for storage. 

With COVID, I have inherited a daughter and two grandchildren. I do not own the house 

but have been given lifetime guarantee that I can stay there. I have received very little 

cooperation from the owner in repairing things. I have been working very hard on it but 

obviously, I need to do more. I will just need some more time.  

 

Mr. O'Keefe asked, did I hear that she is not the owner of the property?  

 

Mrs. Guilding state no, I am not. I am in charge of it. I rent it from the owner.  

 

Mr. Martinbianco asked, who owns the property?  

 

Mrs. Guilding said, Norman King.  

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated she has nothing to speak about regarding making improvements on a 

house that she does not own.  

 

Mr. Heffner asked if anyone on the council would like to make a reconsideration motion.  

 

No motion was made.  

 

Second Adjournment at 7:14PM. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:57 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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 Burton City Council Meeting: 11/17/20 05:45 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Department of Public Works 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Public Hearing 
  Prepared By: Leandra Swayne 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Charles Abbey 

  

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 4936) DOC ID: 4936  

THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING 
ANY COMMENTS TO THE DEMOLITION UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT:  2173 N. Vassar Rd., Parcel ID # 
59-01-576-034 at 5:45 p.m. 

RESOLUTION:  APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE the Standard Resolution for Step V of the Burton City 

Demolition Procedure, determining said premises at 2173 N. Vassar Rd., Parcel ID # 59-01-576-034 to be 

a public nuisance or hazard and to further require the owner(s) or occupant(s) to: 

 

1. Immediate Demolition, with DPW given authorization to request sealed bids and the Structure 

to be razed within the thirty (30) days of Burton City Council’s acceptance of the low bid and the City 

Attorney’s approval of the contract documents for execution of a contract with the Mayor and Clerk, or 

 

2. *Alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with a Building Permit within 

____________days, or 

 

3. *Abate(tear down) the structure to Burton City Code with a Demolition Permit with 

______________days, or 

 

4. Postpone any further action for ____________days, based on the following circumstances: 

 

The Burton City Council is to select one (1) of the above orders.  The Department of Public Works 

recommends the immediate demolition, contingent upon Burton City Council’s acceptance of the low 

bid. 

 

*The Department of Public Works is hereby given the authority to demolish the structure(s) upon failure 

to comply with the Building Permit or Demolition Permit. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. O'Keefe stated he recommends immediate demolition. 

 

Mrs. Conley stated she knows this lady has a booth at Collette's. Are we going to give her 

time to get any of her personal items out of the home before the demolition?  
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Mrs. Abbey stated after you make your decision, we send a notice out to let the owner know 

of your decision. Then we typically wait a couple of weeks and start the bidding. With the 

holidays coming up, I would say they will have 30-45 days. 

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated we send certified mail to notify owners that this is coming.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Demo Packet 2173 N Vassar Rd (PDF) 
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