
 

 

CITY OF BURTON 
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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 6:08 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Absent  

Duane Haskins Vice-President Absent  

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Ellen Ellenburg Councilwoman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Steven Hatfield Councilman Present  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Stuart Worthing, Building Official  Teresa Karsney, Clerk 

C. PRESENTATON:  MR. WORTHING  

Mr. Worthing went back and revisited the site and met with the homeowner.  There was 

numerous violations.  I was also under the understanding that there is a purchase 

agreement on this house and the owner was informed that they had to disclose to the 

purchaser anything I had found on the home.  I have a home inspection that was ordered 

from our last hearing on June 22, 2016.  It was supposed to have been a complete top to 

bottom mold inspection including inside the walls which was not done.  Mr. Hayman and I 

met with the inspector that she had out. He had the same concerns that I had.  If you just 

repair the drywall where it had gotten wet that there is still a good chance that there is still 

mold inside the walls. Therefore, from my standpoint she did not do what we asked her to 

do and I am requesting immediate demolition of the home.       

D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Judy Estes of Burton stated her husband use to own this home and it has flooded up to the 

picture window at least 6 times.  Unless they fix the end of the road this house will flood 

again.    It has been sold a couple of times and it floods and they move out and sell it again.  

Buyer beware.  I agree the house should be demolished.   

 

Melissa Hendrickson of Clio is the owner of the house.  She said she talked to the home 

inspector and claims he didn't say those things.  He did the inspection he was asked to do.  

He didn't see any mold in the attic or in the crawl space and didn't feel it was necessary to 

pull out a mold kit. There was no reason to do a on the inside walls mold test when there 

were no signs of mold and it was a lot of money.  The drywall has all been replaced.  There 

is nothing wrong with the house, it is a beautiful house.  The Genesee County Drain 

Commission says the drain through there is now fixed and the house will no longer flood.   
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Lucius Jacob of Clio, I was there when Chad Fisher the inspector went through the house.  

For the last two years Mr. Worthing was claiming the house needed to be jacked up 16" 

inches.  What took two year for Mr. Worthing to change his mind and now the house doesn't 

need to be jacked up. 

 

Mr. Worthing stated the Drain Commission fixed the drain at the end of the road.   

 

Mr. Heffner stated Mr. Worthing required you to get a certain type of inspection and you 

didn't get it. 

 

Mrs. Hendrickson stated that Mr. Fisher said there is no reason to do a mold test on this 

house.   

 

Mr. Worthing stated that Mr. Fisher said there is no visual mold.  He never tested inside the 

walls as required.  Mr. Fisher also indicated to me that he was never informed that the 

house had flooded.   

 

Emily Harris looked at the house about a week and a half ago.  I paid a $100 to have the 

home inspected.  It needs some work and I am willing to put some money into the home.  I 

don't see why this home is on the demolition list it is a very nice home. 

 

Kenneth Hober of Howell said I am planning on fixing up the home.  This home doesn't 

smell moldy.  If it had mold in it you would smell it.   

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING ANY COMMENTS TO THE 

DEMOLITION UNDER CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT: 1484 Scottwood Avenue, Parcel ID 

#59-31-526-037. 

 

Mr. Worthing stated that Mr. Fisher indicated that there were problems with the main 

frame of the house, the foundation and the center support of the house.   

 

Mrs. Ellenburg asked why didn't Mr. Fisher put these items in his report.   

 

Mr. Worthing said he will not give a certificate of occupancy until the inside wall mold 

inspection is done.   

 

Mr. O'Keefe stated that he is going back to the minutes of June 22, 2016.  It states 

that a mold inspection was required of the homeowner.   It was not optional to do it, 

that what this board was requiring.  Were the other requirements completed.  We 

gave 30 days to get these items taken care of and they were not taken care of.   

 

Mr. Worthing stated no they were not. 

 

Mr. Smith asked if Mr. Worthing was going to sign off on this house and give them 

certificate of occupancy.   

 

Mr. Worthing stated no because he doesn't know what is inside those walls and he is 

not signing off on the house. 

 

Mrs. Ellenburg stated that Mr. Fisher says the furnace appears to be in good 

operational condition.   
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Mr. Worthing says the flute is tough wood and insulation and is a fire hazard.   

2. Motion for immediate demolition. 

 

RESULT: CARRIED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Steven Hatfield, Councilman 

SECONDER: Dennis O'Keefe, Councilman 

AYES: O'Keefe, Heffner, Smith, Hatfield 

NAYS: Ellenburg 

ABSENT: Martinbianco, Haskins 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:37 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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 Burton City Council Meeting: 08/15/16 06:00 PM 
 4303 S. Center Road Department: Clerk's Office 
 Burton, MI  48519 Category: Demo 
  Prepared By: Rachael Boggs 

 SCHEDULED Department Head: Teresa M. Karsney 

  

 AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2635) DOC ID: 2635  

THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING 
ANY COMMENTS TO THE DEMOLITION UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT: 1484 Scottwood Avenue, Parcel ID 
#59-31-526-037. 

During a Demolition Hearing on June 22, 2016 at 7:00 PM, City Council required the 

owner(s) or occupant(s) to alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with all 

necessary building permits within 30 days with the following conditions: mold inspection to 

include crawl space, interior walls, exterior walls and attic space; trusses, roof deck, etc., 

plumbing inspection, electrical inspection and mechanical inspection and to reschedule this 

meeting for August 15, 2016 at 6:00 PM. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Inspection summary 1484 Scottwood (PDF) 

 Demo Hearing Minutes 1484 Scottwood 6222016 (PDF) 

 1484 Scottwood (PDF) 
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Fisher Home Inspections, LLC 

Flint, Michigan 48506 

(810) 577-0670                                                               www.fhi.vpweb.com 

June 29, 2016 

 

RE: 1484 Scottwood Dr. 

Burton, Michigan 48529 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 

 

At the request of my client, Melissa Hendrickson, a verification inspection of the above referenced 

property was conducted on June 28, 2016.  The verification inspection reflects the condition of the said 

property, on the day it was inspected, for the presence of mold in the attic, in the crawl space, and on the 

surfaces within the home. 

Upon arriving, there appears to be some preventative maintenance items that should be taken care 

of and some that are recommended.  There also appears to be some maintenance that has been completed.  

The electrical panel is 100 amp service and appears to be in good operational condition.  At the conclusion 

of the inspection, there was no mold in the attic, under the sinks in either the bathroom or the kitchen or in 

the crawl space.  The crawl space was slightly damp due to having water in it before.  That does not mean 

that the mold will not colonize and grow.  Mold can grow within three (3) days in places that have no 

sunlight or UV light, no air flow and are damp.  This inspection is a snap shot of the general condition of 

the requested system checks and observations on the day it was inspected.  The plumbing was intact in the 

house but no water was on at the time of the inspection.  A check of the furnace appears to be in good 

operational condition and does need to be cleaned and serviced. The hot water tank is nearing the end of its 

useful life expectancy, due to the overall condition and age and may soon have to be replaced.  

Granted, there are items that will need to be addressed within and around the home to gain a 

Certificate of Occupancy.  The only way to tell if there is mold within the interior walls, is to tear apart the 

walls, causing a destructive inspection within the house.  The pre inspection clearly states that no 

destructive testing will be done and my client understands the scope of the inspection. 

 

 

 

 

Feel free to contact me at any time with any questions at your convenience. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

    

CCCChad M. Fisherhad M. Fisherhad M. Fisherhad M. Fisher, CRHI, CCPI, CRHI, CCPI, CRHI, CCPI, CRHI, CCPI 

Chad M. Fisher, CRHI, CCPI 

FISHER HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC 

Flint, Michigan 48506 

www.fhi.vpweb.com 

(810) 577-0670 
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CITY OF BURTON 

BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 22, 2016 

MINUTES 

 

  

 Council Chambers Demo Hearing 7:00 PM 

4303 S. CENTER ROAD 

BURTON, MI  48519 

Burton, Michigan Generated: 6/28/2016 9:17 AM Page 1   

This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 7:08 PM. 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Duane Haskins Vice-President Present  

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Ellen Ellenburg Councilwoman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Steven Hatfield Councilman Absent  

B. STAFF PRESENT 

Stuart Worthing, Building Official  Racheal Boggs, Clerk's Office 

C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

Melissa Hendrickson of Clio stated the house is not full of mold. We just found out a couple 

weeks ago from our realtor that the house was up for demo. 

 

Lucas Jacobs of Clio stated they were getting return to senders since last September for this 

property. Everything else comes to our Clio address.  

 

Mr, Haskins asked when they purchased the home.  

 

Ms. Hendrickson stated it was quit claim deeded to her by her mother in November 2014.  

 

Mr. Haskins asked what has occurred to the house since then? 

 

Ms. Hendrickson said she listed it for sale on Craigslist because she cannot afford to do the 

work necessary. There is new drywall, carpet and paint that was done before she got the 

house. She has a letter from the Drain Commission stating there is no flood issue with the 

house. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said the flood damage has been fixed. They did not pull a permit. 

 

Mr. Worthing stated the water level reached 16-18 inches above the first floor of the home. 

There are pictures of the damage at DPW. 

 

Mr. Haskins stated the mold inspection was not completed and you listed the house for sale.  
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Mr. Jacobs stated they disclosed this information to the realtor and the house is priced 

accordingly. 

 

Ms. Hendrickson said the Drain Commission said the house did not need to be lifted because 

they worked on the drain there. She has a letter from them. 

 

Mr. Haskins doesn't know how the drain commission would know about the extent of the 

flood damage on the house. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said it is not in a flood zone. 

 

Ms. Hendrickson stated if she had known about this it would have been taken care of. She 

has other properties in the area  that are well taken care of and she receives mail regarding 

those at her Clio address.  

 

Mr. Worthing stated it is the owners responsibility to update the city with contact 

information.  

 

Mrs. Ellenburg asked what type of mold in the house. 

 

Mr. Worthing stated he is unsure which is why he ordered the mold inspection. The replaced 

drywall about four feet up. There was water in the electrical system on the main level. 

Everything was just covered up with no permit. I cannot verify that it is safe. My opinion on 

this is I will not sign a certificate of occupancy on this home due to the liability to the city if 

someone purchases it and becomes sick because there's mold in the walls. 

 

Ms. Hendrickson stated there was an electrical permit pulled with the State of Michigan at 

one time. 

D. PRESENTATON:  MR. WORTHING WILL GIVE HIS PRESENTATION ON EACH 

PROPERTY AS THEY COME UP. 

Mr. Worthing stated this house was originally tagged on 5/17/13 due to flood damage. After 

the flood there were no permits and no inspections. At this time, the house was full of mold. 

On 2/2/15 the house was re-tagged because the tag was removed; I indicated I needed a 

full mold inspection. At that time, I noticed the house had been rehabilitated with no 

permits or inspections. The house also needed to be raised 16 inches out of the flood way. 

Nothing was done. I never received the mold inspection. So, I am under the pretense that 

the mold problem still exists behind the new drywall. Currently, the house is listed for sale. 

The administration recommends immediate demolition.  

E. COUNCIL ACTION 

1. THIS IS THE TIME FIXED FOR HEARING AND CONSIDERING ANY COMMENTS TO THE 

DEMOLITION UNDER CONSIDERATION, TO-WIT: 1484 Scottwood Avenue, Parcel ID 

#59-31-526-037. 

 

Mrs. Ellenburg asked if the flooding issue in the area was taken care of. She asked if 

the owner had a copy of the permit for the electrical work.  

 

Mr. Worthing stated he didn't see anything on record. If the State of Michigan issued 

a permit they would have notified his office. It may just be for the service. He 

doesn't believe the electrical to be safe at this time because there have been no 

permits for rehab after the flood and he cannot verify it because everything is 
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covered up. Even if the house sells, I will not issue occupancy without a mold 

inspection from top to bottom.  

 

Mr. Heffner recommends giving them a time frame to have the inspection. 

 

Mrs. Ellenburg asked if it can be done in 30 days.  

 

Mr. Worthing stated yes. We have another demo hearing set for August and we can 

add it to that if the board so chooses. I will contact the drain commission regarding 

the 16 inch lift.  

 

 

RESOLUTION:  APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE the Standard Resolution for Step V of the 

Burton City Demolition Procedure, determining said premises at 1484 Scottwood 

Avenue, Parcel ID #59-31-526-037 to be a public nuisance or hazard and to further 

require the owner(s) or occupant(s) to: 

 

2.*Alter by repair the structure to Burton City Code with all necessary Building 

Permits within 30 days with the following conditions: mold inspection to include crawl 

space, interior walls, exterior walls and attic space; trusses, roof deck, etc., 

plumbing inspection, electrical inspection and mechanical inspection and to 

reschedule this meeting for August 4, 2016 at 6:00 PM.   

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Martinbianco, Councilman 

SECONDER: Ellen Ellenburg, Councilwoman 

AYES: Martinbianco, Haskins, O'Keefe, Heffner, Ellenburg, Smith 

ABSENT: Hatfield 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:34 AM. 
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