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CITY OF BURTON
BURTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 16, 2020
MINUTES

Council Chambers Public Hearim__:, 5:15 PM

4303 S. CENTER ROAD
BURTON, MI 48519

This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 5:15 PM.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Tom Martinbianco Councilman Remote

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Remote

Steven Heffner President Remote

Danny Wells Councilman Present 5:29 PM
Vaughn Smith Councilman Remote

Gregory Fenner Vice President Present

Christina Conley Councilwoman Present

II. AGENDA ITEMS
1. 2022-2024 Community Development Block Grant Public Needs Hearing

Mrs. Abbey stated the county contacted us regarding CDBG. We typically do this
every three years. This one has been brought up a year earlier because there is a
potential for funding earlier than normal. They want us to have a Public Hearing, so if
we have a project this will work in our favor. Normally what we do in the low to
moderate income areas is the gravel street paving. The 2021 project will be
Scottwood paving which is already funded through CDBG. We are pushing to bundle
that with Parkwood and Bergin. We also talked about some other paving and you will
see all the potential streets in your packet. I will list them for the record: Parkwood
from 2211 to Fern, Bergin from Columbine to Fern, Kenneth from Barnes to the East
Terminus, Mclean from Fern to the East Terminus, Quinlann from Judd to the North
Terminus, Heilmann from Fern to the East Terminus, McLaren from Fern to the East
Terminus, Farley from Term to Center, Farley from Term to the West Terminus,
Byers St., Loder Ct., Sayre Ct., Saxon, Marion/Christner, Clarice from Atherton to
Center, Clarice from Atherton to the South Terminus, Buckingham, Burroughs, Leta,
McKeighan, Lockhead, Dell, McKinley, Joyce, Warehouse, Alpena, Berent, Myrton,
Ogema, Glen Gary, Red Arrow, Laurel, Donovan, Connell, James, Barcy, Whittemore
from West Terminus to East Terminus off Pringle, Parkwood from the West Terminus
to East Terminus off Pringle, Boatfield from the West Terminus to East Terminus off
Pringle, Bergin from West Terminus to East Terminus off Pringle, Shubert, Jolson
from Fern to the East Terminus. There is also potential for ditching along these
streets. If applicable, we could do the sidewalk on Scottwood. I also need to mention
20% to the Senior Center. These are the projects we are proposing.
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Mr. Martinbianco asked if there were any other ideas of what we could do logistically.
We have obligated ourselves to the Senior Citizen match. What happens if there is a
windfall and that amount of money is increased? Do we have a priority for it?

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. For any additional money, beyond what we are already being
allocated, it might be readjusted to be moved up. As of right now, they don't think
there will be additional money. I did send out requests to the Utilities Department if
there were any projects in the low to moderate income area but remember we did all
that with the DWRF.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, can we use any of this windfall to help with the debt from
the water project in the south end?

Mrs. Abbey said, no. It has to be projects that you are currently doing or going to be
doing.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, where the cost estimates come from?

Mrs. Abbey stated we took the numbers from years ago when Rowe did some cost
estimates along with comparables from some projects on Scottwood and used the
percentage increase to estimate them.

Mr. Martinbianco stated we don't anticipate any adjustments. My point is, if we were
to go forward with one, two or three of these projects and scatter them out between
2022-2024, we can commit the dollars to it but it doesn't seem like there is going to
be a whole lot there to accomplish more than three projects. That is my concern. We
would have to augment that with additional funds either out of the road fund or
somewhere else.

Mr. Abbey stated the cost estimates should be high because we factored in recent
cost estimates from the engineering firms which were a little bit high. We think they
are pretty solid numbers. I don't think they are short. During budget time, we talked
about ways to tie up some loose ends in the gravel areas. There are only certain
areas and projects that qualify.

Mrs. Conley asked, is the CDBG money only for roads? Could we use it for a fence
around the park at Fire Station #1? The fence is falling apart and the gates don't
work.

Mrs. Abbey stated there is some maintenance allowed at the Fire Station. This
requires proof that 51% of the runs fall in that low to moderate income area. I can
talk to the CDBG Representative.

Mr. Abbey stated there are other needs in the Fire Department such as the parking
lot but there are only certain things they will let you do.

Mr. Heffner asked if CDBG dollars are allowable for fixing sidewalks like in the south
end where the trees have lifted the sidewalk squares up four or five inches and
created a safety hazard?
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Mr. Abbey said, yes. That would be a qualifying project. Do you have a location you
are concerned with? The project has to cost at least $5,000.

Mr. Heffner stated randomly all over the south end. Ready Street for example.

Mrs. Abbey stated we can put together some ideas in the area and what a cost
estimate might be. For the record, we are looking at repairing damaged sidewalks in
the low to moderate income areas.

Mr. Smith stated I see a lot of kids walking to school in the road in the south end. I
would like to alleviate some of that.

Mr. Abbey stated that was the idea with paving Scottwood from Barnes to Fern to tie
in those existing sidewalks.

Mr. Heffner asked if there is any audience participation for this meeting.

Ms. Boggs stated no emails were received for audience participation and there is no
one here in Council Chambers to speak.

Mr. Fenner asked if we could include sidewalks on Saginaw Street. There is no doubt
we will get to the $5,000.

Mrs. Abbey stated we are repairing Saginaw with the Saginaw Street projects. Some
of the sidewalk is being repaired from Bristol to Maple.

Mr. Wells stated my wife and I moved into a new house in the middle of the Bentley
District. All the neighbors do a lot of walking and riding bikes. There are also a lot of
seniors in the area. The sidewalks are in terrible disrepair there. If we are looking at
sidewalks, this is an area we need to look at. It's a very nice area with a lot of nice
people. They walk in the street because the sidewalks are an upheaval. It could be
vastly improved with some work on those sidewalks.

Mr. Heffner stated years ago, the City of Flint did a program where they paid for
50% of the sidewalk repair if the homeowner paid for the other 50%. Maybe this is
something we could look into. I don't know if we can use CDBG money for something
like that. A lot of people have the misconception that the city owns the sidewalks. I
think it's the homeowners responsibility to take care of them.

Mr. Abbey stated you can't do that in that area. It's not a qualifying area. That area
does not qualify for this money, even in matching funds.

Mr. Heffner stated maybe we will have to find a different pot of money for that then.
Maybe this will give residents an incentive to fix up the sidewalks and make the city
more walk-able. That is for another discussion, another time.

Mr. Wells stated I will look more into this myself and get back you.
Mr. Fenner stated this is all new to me as a new council member. These are projects

that you have researched and we can spend CDBG money on. Are some of these
streets costing more money to maintain than the dirt roads that will save us extra
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money in the long run? If we were to do those streets as opposed to a couple of the
other ones?

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. Because Scottwood was approved in the last project which is
between Barnes and Fern, the project we are hoping to bundle with it would be
Parkwood and Bergin. They are right there with each other and all three go into the
school. Maintaining them as gravel roads is a cost that we incur every year.

Mr. Abbey stated when you do that in close proximity, we get better pricing when
bidding them out.

Mr. Fenner asked if any of these roads are more highly traveled than others. 1
assume the ones near the school are more highly traveled.

Mrs. Abbey stated the ones to the East or West Terminus are all little dead ends, so
they are not traveled as much as the larger roads that go all the way through.

Mr. Abbey stated the problem with the dead ends is that they are very hard to
maintain because they are only around 150 feet long. The grates have a hard time
getting down there and back. It is time consuming.

Mr. Smith stated we are pretty much in the Bendle area with this money.

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. There are some off Term and Alpena as well.

Mr. Smith asked, how do you prioritize which ones you want to do first? Have you
done that yet?

Mrs. Abbey stated because the Scottwood project was approved in the last one, we
were pushing for those two roads. We are hoping the county will push our money
forward and bundle them all together, so we can bid it that way. It will be more cost
efficient for the city.

Mr. Smith asked, how much money will that leave in the Community Development
Block Grant?

Mrs. Abbey stated Parkwood is estimated at $93,000, Bergin is estimated at
$118,000. We have approximately $241,000 to work with.

Mr. Smith stated the rest of the money would be for repairing the sidewalks. This
sounds like a great idea.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, when will the next survey be concluded to find out if there
are more qualifying areas in upcoming years?

Mrs. Abbey stated that will be after the Census.

Mr. Martinbianco stated I was not really impressed with any of the bids, particularly
on Parkwood and Scottwood.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:44 PM.
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Burton City Council Meeting: 11/16/20 05:15 PM
4303 S. Center Road Department: Department of Public Works 2.1

Burton, MI 48519 Category: Public Hearing

Prepared By: Amber Abbey

SCHEDULED Department Head: Charles Abbey

AGENDA ITEM (ID # 4938) DOC ID: 4938

2022-2024 Community Development Block Grant Public
Needs Hearing

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mrs. Abbey stated the county contacted us regarding CDBG. We typically do this every three
years. This one has been brought up a year earlier because there is a potential for funding
earlier than normal. They want us to have a Public Hearing, so if we have a project this will
work in our favor. Normally what we do in the low to moderate income areas is the gravel
street paving. The 2021 project will be Scottwood paving which is already funded through
CDBG. We are pushing to bundle that with Parkwood and Bergin. We also talked about some
other paving and you will see all the potential streets in your packet. I will list them for the
record: Parkwood from 2211 to Fern, Bergin from Columbine to Fern, Kenneth from Barnes
to the East Terminus, Mclean from Fern to the East Terminus, Quinlann from Judd to the
North Terminus, Heilmann from Fern to the East Terminus, McLaren from Fern to the East
Terminus, Farley from Term to Center, Farley from Term to the West Terminus, Byers St.,
Loder Ct., Sayre Ct., Saxon, Marion/Christner, Clarice from Atherton to Center, Clarice from
Atherton to the South Terminus, Buckingham, Burroughs, Leta, McKeighan, Lockhead, Dell,
McKinley, Joyce, Warehouse, Alpena, Berent, Myrton, Ogema, Glen Gary, Red Arrow, Laurel,
Donovan, Connell, James, Barcy, Whittemore from West Terminus to East Terminus off
Pringle, Parkwood from the West Terminus to East Terminus off Pringle, Boatfield from the
West Terminus to East Terminus off Pringle, Bergin from West Terminus to East Terminus
off Pringle, Shubert, Jolson from Fern to the East Terminus. There is also potential for
ditching along these streets. If applicable, we could do the sidewalk on Scottwood. I also
need to mention 20% to the Senior Center. These are the projects we are proposing.

Mr. Martinbianco asked if there were any other ideas of what we could do logistically. We
have obligated ourselves to the Senior Citizen match. What happens if there is a windfall
and that amount of money is increased? Do we have a priority for it?

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. For any additional money, beyond what we are already being
allocated, it might be readjusted to be moved up. As of right now, they don't think there will
be additional money. I did send out requests to the Utilities Department if there were any
projects in the low to moderate income area but remember we did all that with the DWREF.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, can we use any of this windfall to help with the debt from the water
project in the south end?

Mrs. Abbey said, no. It has to be projects that you are currently doing or going to be doing.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, where the cost estimates come from?
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Mrs. Abbey stated we took the numbers from years ago when Rowe did some cost estimates 21

along with comparables from some projects on Scottwood and used the percentage increase
to estimate them.

Mr. Martinbianco stated we don't anticipate any adjustments. My point is, if we were to go
forward with one, two or three of these projects and scatter them out between 2022-2024,
we can commit the dollars to it but it doesn't seem like there is going to be a whole lot
there to accomplish more than three projects. That is my concern. We would have to
augment that with additional funds either out of the road fund or somewhere else.

Mr. Abbey stated the cost estimates should be high because we factored in recent cost
estimates from the engineering firms which were a little bit high. We think they are pretty
solid numbers. I don't think they are short. During budget time, we talked about ways to tie
up some loose ends in the gravel areas. There are only certain areas and projects that
qualify.

Mrs. Conley asked, is the CDBG money only for roads? Could we use it for a fence around
the park at Fire Station #1? The fence is falling apart and the gates don't work.

Mrs. Abbey stated there is some maintenance allowed at the Fire Station. This requires
proof that 51% of the runs fall in that low to moderate income area. I can talk to the CDBG
Representative.

Mr. Abbey stated there are other needs in the Fire Department such as the parking lot but
there are only certain things they will let you do.

Mr. Heffner asked if CDBG dollars are allowable for fixing sidewalks like in the south end
where the trees have lifted the sidewalk squares up four or five inches and created a safety
hazard?

Mr. Abbey said, yes. That would be a qualifying project. Do you have a location you are
concerned with? The project has to cost at least $5,000.

Mr. Heffner stated randomly all over the south end. Ready Street for example.

Mrs. Abbey stated we can put together some ideas in the area and what a cost estimate
might be. For the record, we are looking at repairing damaged sidewalks in the low to
moderate income areas.

Mr. Smith stated I see a lot of kids walking to school in the road in the south end. I would
like to alleviate some of that.

Mr. Abbey stated that was the idea with paving Scottwood from Barnes to Fern to tie in
those existing sidewalks.

Mr. Heffner asked if there is any audience participation for this meeting.
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2.1

Ms. Boggs stated no emails were received for audience participation and there is no one
here in Council Chambers to speak.

Mr. Fenner asked if we could include sidewalks on Saginaw Street. There is no doubt we will
get to the $5,000.

Mrs. Abbey stated we are repairing Saginaw with the Saginaw Street projects. Some of the
sidewalk is being repaired from Bristol to Maple.

Mr. Wells stated my wife and I moved into a new house in the middle of the Bentley District.
All the neighbors do a lot of walking and riding bikes. There are also a lot of seniors in the
area. The sidewalks are in terrible disrepair there. If we are looking at sidewalks, this is an
area we need to look at. It's a very nice area with a lot of nice people. They walk in the
street because the sidewalks are an upheaval. It could be vastly improved with some work
on those sidewalks.

Mr. Heffner stated years ago, the City of Flint did a program where they paid for 50% of the
sidewalk repair if the homeowner paid for the other 50%. Maybe this is something we could
look into. I don't know if we can use CDBG money for something like that. A lot of people
have the misconception that the city owns the sidewalks. I think it's the homeowners
responsibility to take care of them.

Mr. Abbey stated you can't do that in that area. It's not a qualifying area. That area does
not qualify for this money, even in matching funds.

Mr. Heffner stated maybe we will have to find a different pot of money for that then. Maybe
this will give residents an incentive to fix up the sidewalks and make the city more walk-
able. That is for another discussion, another time.

Mr. Wells stated I will look more into this myself and get back you.

Mr. Fenner stated this is all new to me as a new council member. These are projects that
you have researched and we can spend CDBG money on. Are some of these streets costing
more money to maintain than the dirt roads that will save us extra money in the long run?
If we were to do those streets as opposed to a couple of the other ones?

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. Because Scottwood was approved in the last project which is between
Barnes and Fern, the project we are hoping to bundle with it would be Parkwood and Bergin.
They are right there with each other and all three go into the school. Maintaining them as
gravel roads is a cost that we incur every year.

Mr. Abbey stated when you do that in close proximity, we get better pricing when bidding
them out.
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Mr. Fenner asked if any of these roads are more highly traveled than others. I assume the 21

ones near the school are more highly traveled.

Mrs. Abbey stated the ones to the East or West Terminus are all little dead ends, so they
are not traveled as much as the larger roads that go all the way through.

Mr. Abbey stated the problem with the dead ends is that they are very hard to maintain
because they are only around 150 feet long. The grates have a hard time getting down
there and back. It is time consuming.

Mr. Smith stated we are pretty much in the Bendle area with this money.

Mrs. Abbey said, yes. There are some off Term and Alpena as well.

Mr. Smith asked, how do you prioritize which ones you want to do first? Have you done that
yet?

Mrs. Abbey stated because the Scottwood project was approved in the last one, we were
pushing for those two roads. We are hoping the county will push our money forward and
bundle them all together, so we can bid it that way. It will be more cost efficient for the city.

Mr. Smith asked, how much money will that leave in the Community Development Block
Grant?

Mrs. Abbey stated Parkwood is estimated at $93,000, Bergin is estimated at $118,000. We
have approximately $241,000 to work with.

Mr. Smith stated the rest of the money would be for repairing the sidewalks. This sounds
like a great idea.

Mr. Martinbianco asked, when will the next survey be concluded to find out if there are more
qualifying areas in upcoming years?

Mrs. Abbey stated that will be after the Census.

Mr. Martinbianco stated I was not really impressed with any of the bids, particularly on
Parkwood and Scottwood.

ATTACHMENTS:
e 2022 - 2024 CDBG Proposed Projects (PDF)

Updated: 11/11/2020 4:03 PM by Racheal Boggs Page 4

Packet Pg. 9




Estimated 2022-2024 Allocation for the City of Burton is $301,818.00

We would like 20% of the Award to go the Senior Center for Public Services. This has been
done in the past. The amount is estimated at $60,363.60. The amount left for Public

2022 — 2024 CDBG Proposed Projects

Improvement Projects is estimated at $241,454.40

Street Improvement Projects:

Paving of the Gravel Streets in the all qualifying areas.

Parkwood: from 2211 to Fern (1/2 Block) with a mill and resurface of the existing %2

block - $93,000

Bergin: from Columbine to Fern - $118,000
Kenneth: Barnes to East Terminus - $423,000
Mclean: Fern to East Terminus - $49,000
Quinlann: Judd to North Terminus - $288,000
Heilmann: Fern to East Terminus - $54,000
McLaren: Fern to East Terminus - $22,000
Farley: From Term to Center - $297,000
Farley: From Term to west terminus - $45,000
Byers Street - $192,000

Loder Ct - $158,000

Sayre Ct. - $98,000

Saxon - $54,000

Marion / Christner - $356,000

Clarice: From Atherton to Center - $269,000
Clarice: From Atherton to South terminus - $144,000
Buckingham - $100,000

Burroughs - $276,000

Leta - $96,000

McKeighan - $106,000

Lockhead - $103,000

Dell - $94,000

McKinley- $126,000

Joyce - $231,000

Warehouse - $130,000

Alpena $216,000

Berent - $188,000

Myrton - $525,000

Ogema - $136,000

Glen Gary - $100,000

Red Arrow - $189,000

Laurel - $213,000

Donovan - $68,000

21la
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- Connell- $190,000

- James - $158,000

- Barcy - $88,000

- Whittemore: From West Terminus to east Terminus off Pringle - $80,000
- Parkwood: From West Terminus to east Terminus off Pringle - $32,000

- Boatfield: From West Terminus to east Terminus off Pringle - $93,000

- Bergin: From West Terminus to east Terminus off Pringle- $106,000

- Shubert- $209,000

- Jolson: From Fern to east terminus - $32,000

Ditching of all streets in the qualifying areas.

Water/ Sewer Improvements

Fire Station Projects & Fire Runs

Demolition and Clearance Activities

Sidewalk Improvements

Sidewalks on Scottwood from the 2019-2021 approved paving project - $75,000

21la
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