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This meeting was opened by President Steven Heffner at 6:38 PM. 

 

I. ROLL CALL 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Martinbianco Councilman Present  

Duane Haskins Vice-President Absent  

Dennis O'Keefe Councilman Present  

Steven Heffner President Present  

Ellen Ellenburg Councilwoman Present  

Vaughn Smith Councilman Present  

Steven Hatfield Councilman Present  

II. STAFF PRESENT 

Rik Hayman, Chief of Staff 

Bob Slattery, DPW Director 

Teresa Karsney, Clerk 

III. PRESENTATION 

Mr. Hayman stated administration recommends that Burton City Council grant this 

application. 

IV. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

John Stapish of Burton stated he is in favor of this tax exemption.   

 

Mike Kirby from Kirby Steel in Burton spoke regarding needing more space and the addition 

they need to build.  He said the tax abatement will make it easier on us financially and to 

invest further in our company.   

V. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

Councilman Martinbianco said he thought Public Act 198 is pretty specific that if there was 

going to be an expansion there would also be some investment in hard real estate, soft real 

estate which equated to private enterprise property.  We need to be guaranteed there is 

going to be an additional work force.  We need to discuss Flint Asphalt Drive and how they 

may or may not participate in a special assessment district to take care of the road 

situation.   

 

Mr. Hayman stated I don't believe it is under that Public Act.  Under their application it says 

they are going to be adding $13,500 sq. Feet of manufacturing space to the existing 

fabrication facility plus a 4,300 sq. Feet office building.  Also hiring three to four addition 

fabricator and expand management staff by one to three employees and up to five more in 

the future years.   
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Attorney Amanda Doyle stated under the Plant Rehabilitation and Industrial Development 

District Act you have to find that they meet certain requirements in order for you to grant 

this exemption.  They would fall under Section 555 which indicates the requirements are 

that the Assessor, the relevant taxing authorities and the applicant must be given notice 

and opportunity to be heard.  They request it and we set it up as a public hearing.  The 

second requirement is pursuant to MCL 207.559 which states what the legislative body 

should do.  This cannot have an effect that substantially impedes the City of Burton or that 

it does not impair the actual soundness of a taxing unit within the City.  Mr. Fowler, 

Assessor has found this is not the case.  It does meet this criteria.   

 

Councilman Martinbianco said we need to discuss this with the Assessor.  I am also 

concerned with the personal property tax and how that factors in.   

 

Mr. Hayman stated I have information from the Treasurer's office that I am sure was in 

consultation with the Assessor's office.  The tax loss if the IFT is granted would be 

$2,581.20.   

 

Councilman Martinbianco stated that information should have been forwarded to us prior to 

making these decisions.   

 

Councilman Smith stated that Kirby Steel has six properties.  Three are personal property.   

 

Councilman O'Keefe would also like to review this with the Assessor.  I would like to see an 

administration presentation on this issue.   

 

Attorney Doyle stated we have 90 days from receipt of the application to make a decision.  

 

Mr. Hayman stated the city received it on June 6, 2016.   

 

Mr. Heffner stated we will have to make a request to the administration that the Assessor 

be here at the next council meeting July 18, 2016 @ 7 PM. and for this to be on the agenda 

for action.  

 

Mr. Smith would like to know what the abatement is worth long term and if the hiring does 

not materialize what recourse do we have. 

 

Attorney Doyle stated you would be required to either accept or deny this application.  You 

cannot approve it with conditions.  There are requirements they have to meet.  If they 

haven't met the requirements the state will get involved.  The application has to be satisfied 

within 12 years.   

1. Public Hearing to consider an application Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 

Certificate filed by Kirby Steel, 4072 Flint Asphalt Dr., Burton, MI  48529. 

 

Will be put on the agenda for July 18, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. for Council Action. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 Kirby Steel (PDF) 
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